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1. THEBEAUTY OF THE CROSS Based on John
12:20-33

Luther Burbank took an interest in the common field daisy that was an outcast weed
despised by thefarmersin the East. He crossed it with the Japanese daisy and an English
daisy and produced the Shasta daisy, a flower whose beautiful bloom has gr own as much as
two feet in diameter, and which will last up to six weeks when cut. Burbank went on to
transform other despised and worthless plantsinto plants of beauty and usefulness. He said,
"It ismy theory that ther e areno outcastsin nature; ever ything has a use, and everythingin
nature is beautiful if we ar e eager to ennobleit. Every weed is a possible beautiful flower."

Histheory has been demonstrated as fact in many cases. A group of women in Pasadena
year s ago inaugur ated the fir st weed show in history. It was an instant hit. People were
astonished at the beauty in weeds. The wor d weed implies ugliness and uselessness, but as
someone said, " Beauty iswhere you find it." Queen Anne's lace, for example, isacommon
weed in New England, but in Californiait israised as a choice flower. The Kansas Gay



Feather, which isamereweed in the Midwest, isa garden flower in New England. The same
thing is both ugly and beautiful depending upon the per spective from which it is seen.

Thisisalso the paradox of the cr oss. We could as easily consider the ugliness of the cr oss as
the beauty of it. Oneisasreal asthe other. At onetimein history the cross was the most
gruesome object of horror that could be imagined. Cicero the Roman said, " The cross
speaks of that which is so shameful, so horrible, that it should not be mentioned in polite
society." It wasso horribleto die on the crossthat no Roman citizen was allowed to be
crucified no matter how guilty they were. This fate wasr eser ved for only the wor st kinds of
Killers, renegades, and robbers. Even Scripture says, " Cursed is every man who is hanged on
atree”

No one could have ever dreamed that the cross would someday become a univer sal
decoration and design for jewelry. You can buy a cross made of every precious metal and
with diamonds or any other precious stone. Thiswould have sounded asincredibleto the
ancients as the ideawould sound to us of wearing a hangman's noose as a silver pin, or
hanging a picturein your living room of a gas chamber. It would be ugly and morbid. Weeds
being transformed into flowersis amazing, but nothing can compare with the wonder of the
cross being transformed from a symbol of horror and death to a symbol of beauty and life.
Jesus converted everything He touched, and one of the most radical conversions of all was
the conver sion of the cross.

From Calvary on the cross became a symbol treasur ed and loved, and Paul could say, " God
forbid that | should glory savein the cross of Christ." You have heard the phrase ugly assin.
If sinisthe ugliest thing isthe world, then that which forgivesit and cleansesit hasto be the
most beautiful thing in the world, and that isthe blood of the cross. Jesus so transformed the
crossthat it becamethe central theme of Christian preaching and song. The Lamb slain
from the foundation of the wor Id is even the theme of the saintsas they sing in heaven.

Bethe cross our theme and story
All through time and into glory.

In our text Jesus says some thingsthat explain why the cross became a symbol of beauty.
First of all we seein the cross-

I. THE BEAUTY OF ITSPURPOSE.

When Jesus made Histriumphal entry into Jerusalem, the whole city wasin an uproar. The
Pharisees were so amazed they said to one another in verse 19, " L ook the whole wor Id has
gone after Him." Then toillustrate thetruth of their impression John tells of some Greeks
who wanted to see Jesus. They were Gentiles who had become convertsto Judaism, and to
theonetrue God, for verse 20 saysthat they cameto Jerusalem to worship at the feast. This
isthe last public event in thelife of Christ that John records before the cross. When Philip
and Andrew told Jesus some Greekswanted to see Him, He answered and said, " The hour
has come for the Son of Man to beglorified."

All through His ministry He had been saying that the hour has not yet come. He said toHis



mother at the wedding of Cana, "Mine hour has not yet come." He said to His brethren,
"My timeisnot yet come." And again weread, " No man laid handson Him, because His
hour was not yet come." And once more, " No man took Him, because His hour was not yet
come.” Now all of the sudden when some Gr eeks want to see Him Jesus announces that the
hour has come. The countdown in God's timetable of salvation is about to be completed, and
zero hour hasarrived. The central hour of all history was appr oaching, and when it was over
the most crucial act for time and eternity would be completed, and God's pur pose fulfilled.
The beauty of the crossisthe beauty of afinished proj ect, plan, and pur pose.

Marie Zwiller painted the picture, " The First Night Outside Paradise." Adam and Eve have
been driven from Eden, and they are looking back at it. An angel with a flaming sword
guardsthe gate. They are not looking at the angel, however, for above him illuminating the
sky isthe bright outline of a cross. Their eyes arelifted, and they are gazing wonder ingly at
that. Thecrosswasin God's plan from the beginning. There was only one bridge that could
span the gulf between paradise lost and paradise regained, and that was the cross. No one
could get past the angel's flaming sword until God solved the sin problem through an
atonement for all men. When the Gr eeks cameto Jesusthey wereready toreceive Him as
their Lord, and Jesus knew their hearts. He knew that His hour had cometo fulfill the
purpose of God for all men, both Jews and Gentiles. No longer would He be limited to the
lost sheep of the house of I srael. He saysin verse 32, when | am lifted up | will draw all men
to myself."

From the per spective of the divine plan and purpose the cross was the beautiful fulfillment.
Jesus demonstrated the reality of the completed work by saying to the thief, " Thisday thou
shalt be with me in paradise.” The hour had come for opening the gate of paradise where
man could again enter the presence of God. On the cross Jesus reconciled God and man, and
made it possible for man to be forgiven and cleansed of all sin. What could be more beautiful
than the gateto paradise? The crosswas that gate.

Thiswasthe hour of glorification for Jesus. Otherswere horrified at the cross, but Jesus was
glorified. It was for thispurpose that He came into the world, and in fulfilling that purpose
in deep humiliation God exalted Him and gave Him a name above every name that at the
name of Jesus every knee shall bow. The cross was the hour of man's redemption and
Christ'scoronation. Thelife of Christ is beautiful, but the death of Christ is even more
beautiful when we seeit's purpose.

Christ does not save men by Hislife,
Though that was holy, sinless, pure,
Not even by Histender love,
Though that forever shall endure;
He does not save them by Hiswords,
Though they shall never pass away;
Nor by Hisvast creative power

That holdsthe elementsin sway;

He does not save them by Hisworks,
Though He was ever doing good-
The awful need was gr eater still,



It took Hisdeath, His cross, His blood!
Author unknown

Napoleon oncetook a map, and pointing to the British Isles, remarked, "Were it not for that
red spot | would have conquered theworld." The devil can take the chart of history and
point to the hour of the cross, and say the same: " Wereit not for that red spot | would have
conquered theworld." Jesus cameto satisfy His Father, to redeem man, and to defeat the
devil, and He did it all on the cross. That iswhy it isasymbol of beauty. In verse 24 Jesus
gives us another basis for the beauty of the cross, for ther e we see-

II.THE BEAUTY OF ITSPRODUCTIVENESS.

Jesus saysthat a grain of wheat must fall into the earth and die or it remainsalone, but if it
diesit bear s much fruit. Death isa means to productivenessin natur e. Jesus uses an
illustration from nature, for the Greekswould understand this. Proof from the Old
Testament would not be as valuable with them as with the Jews. The Greek mystery religions
made much of the reproductive cycle of nature, and so Jesuswas using a very contemporary
and relevant illustration.

Jesusis saying that abundancein naturerequires death. A seed must be mortified to be
multiplied. You can preser ve a seed by putting it in a box and not planting it, but it will abide
alone and produce nothing. It must be buried and perish as an individual seed if it isto grow
into abeautiful fruit bearing plant. Jesus, the Creator of all nature, built right into creation
the law of self-sacrifice and death as a meansto glorification.

In nature He madeit clear that death and abundant life are not incompatible, but in fact,
death isa necessary meansto life. To plant a seed isto glorify it by opening up to it all the
potential God implanted in it. The same principle applied to Christ and the cross. Had He
not died His potential asa Savior of all men could never have been realized. He could have
been a great Jewish leader, prophet, and teacher, but not a univer sal Redeemer, for without
the shedding of blood thereisno remission of sin. St. Augustine said, " The death of Christ
was the death of the most fertile grain of wheat." The great Sower sowed the most
productive seed when He sowed Himself, and laid down Hislife. Thiswas the seed that
brought forth again the beauty of Eden. The cross was not the termination of Hislife, but the
germination of Hislife.

Faithful cross! Above all others,

One and only noble tree!

None in foliage, nonein blossom,

Nonein fruit thy peers may be.
Author unknown

The cross became the most productivetree ever. It isthe very tree of life, and all of the
fruits of the Spirit, and all of the fruits of Christianity in history are offshoots from the cross.
The beauty of the crossisthe beauty of its productiveness. Plato, the Greek philosopher,
said, " The beautiful consistsin utility and the power to produce some good." Who can think
of anything that has produced more good than the cross of Christ? It isthe basisfor the



salvation of every human being who has ever lived, or who ever will. On the basis of the
philosophy of the Greeks; on the basis of the principle of nature, and on the basis of the
historical effects of Calvary, we can say that nothing has ever been mor e beautiful than the
crossof Christ.

If a grain of wheat insists on remaining what it is, it will be a grain of wheat and nothing
more. If Jesus had insisted on remaining the Jewish M essiah, He would have been that and
nothing more. But He chose to follow the principle of the sacrifice of the lower for the
production of the higher, and the fruit of thissacrifice we read about in Rev. 7:9-10,
"...behold, a great multitude which no man can number, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and tongues, standing befor e the throne and befor e the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branchesin their hands, and crying out with aloud voice, salvation belongs
to our God who sitsupon thethrone, and to the Lamb." Jesus saw these Greeks asthe
beginning of that innumer able multitude, and He knew the hour for His planting had come.
Jesus saw the beauty of the productiveness of the cr oss, and so He appr oached it with joy.
Jesus does not stop with reference to His own cross, however, for He spoke of the beauty in
its purpose; in its productiveness, and then goes on to speak of-

1. THE BEAUTY OF ITSPRINCIPLE.

Just asthe principle of life through self-sacrifice appliesto all seedsin nature, so the
principle of bearing the crossasa meansto abundant life applies to all men. In verse 25
Jesus says, "Hewho loves hislifeloses it, and he who hates hislifein thisworld will keep it
for eternal life." The world says that self-pr eservation isthe law of life, but Jesus sayswe
must go beyond thislaw into the higher law wher e self-sacrifice isthe way to life. People who
seek only to preservetheir lifeand refusetoriskit, or invest it in thelives of others, abide
alone like a seed in abox. They reason, " The wider one's sympathies the bigger target does
one offer to the arrows of fate." If you fall in love, your chances of being hurt are greater. If
you have children they are greater yet. Themor e you get involved with people, the moreyou
open yourself up to wounds and heartache. The way to escape all of thisisto live for self
alone. Loveyour life only, and no other, and then your problemswill be few, and your
burdenslight. Thisisthelogic that leadsto loss of life iswhat Jesus is saying. The way to
abundant lifeisin following the principle of the cross, which is self-sacrifice.

M any people feel it is such a waste for missionariesto bury themselvesin pagan lands, and
give up so many of the good things of life, but from the per spective of Christ it is beautiful.
Theworld says survival at any cost, but Jesus says sacrifice at any cost. He said, " Take up
the crossand follow M e." It isthe way to life. Walter C. Smith wrote,

But all through life | see a cross,

Wher e sons of God yield up their breath;
Thereisno gain except by loss,
Thereisno life except by death.

This principleisonethat Jesusrepeats mor e than any other: Twice in M atthew, twice in
Luke, and once in M ark, and here. The beauty of thisprinciple of the crossisthat it will lead
to our lives being purposeful and productive, aswasthat of Christ. On alesser scale each of



us, like Christ, can fulfill God's purposein history, and be productive of fruit that will last
for eternity. To become apart of the beauty of the cr oss we must abandon the principle of
self and safety first, and follow Christ in sacrificing ourselves for others.

H. R. M ackintosh rebukes the modern Christian with words we know are true. He writes, " |
feel that the great reason why we fail to under stand Calvary is not merely that we ar e not
profound enough, it isthat we are not good enough. It is because we ar e such strangersto
sacrifice that God's sacrifice leaves us bewildered. It is because we love so little that His love
ismysterious. We have never forgiven anybody at such a cost as His. We have never taken
theinitiative in putting a quarrel right with Hiskind of unreser ved willingnessto suffer. It is
our unlikenessto God that hangs as an obscuring screen impeding our view, and we seethe
atonement so often thr ough the frosted glass of our own lovelessness."

If we expect to see the beauty of the cross and be a part of that beauty, we must obey the
principle of the cross, and be willing to bear the burden of the cross, and be buried for the
glory of Christ. In verse 26 Jesus sayswe must follow Him in obedience to the principle of
the cross if we hope to reign with Him in the beauty of Hiskingdom. By a life of
self-sacrificing service each of us can magnify the beauty of the cross by continuing to fulfill
its pur pose, by extending its pr oductiveness, and by demonstrating the truth of itsprinciple.

If you have never come to the cross, and asked Jesus to beyour Lord and Savior, | urge you
todo so. Stop being a seed in abox-dead and unproductive. Dieto self; yield to Christ, and
blossom into life abundant. For those of uswho have cometo the cross, but who ar e still
holding back and are stunted in our growth and fruitfulness, let us also come again to the
cross and seeit in all its beauty and potential, and commit our selves anew to the way of the
Cr 0SS.

Out of my shameful failure and loss
Jesus | come.

Into the glorious gain of thy cross
Jesus | cometo thee.

A little girl once spoke to her mother and asked, " Why are you so ugly mother?" The
mother said, " Come here my darling and | will tell you." It wastime for the secret to betold,
and so she explained why her face had terribly disfiguring scars. Shetold her that afire had
broken out in the home when the girl was only a baby. The mother was at a neighbor's house,
and when she rushed home she plunged into the flamesto get to the child. She saved the
child, but not without great cost to her own body. The scarsshe bore weretheresult. After
the child heard this story she was overwhelmed with love, and in tears she cried out,

"M other, you are the most beautiful person in theworld." Ugliness can become beautiful
when you can see it from theright perspective. When we see the sacrifice of the cross and
what it did for us assinners, then we see the beauty of the cr oss.



2. THENECESSITY OF THE CROSS Based on John
12:23-36

Over fifteen hundred year s ago, on Good Friday, Ambrose the Bishop of Milan ascended to
his pulpit in the Cathedral of Milan and said to his congr egation, "I find it impossible to
speak to you today. The events of Good Friday are too great for human words." Centuries
later the great English poet John M ilton sat down to write a poem on the cross and the
atonement. After 8introductory lines he stopped, and he wrote thisnotewhich isincluded in
his collected works: " This subject the author finding to be above the yearswhen he wroteiit,
and nothing satisfied with what was begun, left it unfinished.”

Here was a great preacher and a great poet who could not finish their works on the cr oss.
Fortunately, for usand all mankind, sermons and poems and the wor ks of men on the cross
are not a necessity. What was a necessity was for Jesusto finish Hiswor k on the cr oss.
Infinite and eternal losswould be oursif Jesus had stopped short of the cross. No words
were ever more essential than the words Jesus spoke from the cross when He said, "It is
finished." Thecrossisthegreatest of all necessities. The wor st that can happen if we are
deprived of all other necessities is death, but because of the cr oss we still have eter nal life.
But deprive usof the crossand all islost. Thecrossisno luxury. Itisthe greatest of
necessities.

It you buy a crossat the jewelry counter, you pay aluxurytax onit. Such acrossis not
The Cross. Crossesyou can buy are luxuries, and they areirrelevant to life, death, sin, and
salvation. The symbol of the crossoften hasno relationship to the crossof Christ. Some
year s ago controversy broke out in Russia over the new fashion of wearing a cross on a chain
around the neck. Provda said that an investigation discover ed that the fashion had been
started by two 20 year old girlswho were clerksin a storein Moscow. Neither was a
religious believer, and both were member s of the Y oung Communist League. They just
found that people were eager to follow a fad, and that there was profit in it. The cr oss was
nothing to them but a luxury completely unr elated to the necessary cr oss of Christ.

In thelittle village of Chabham near London and accountant er ected a 270 dollar crossin
the local pet cemetery for his Great Dane. Here again the crosswastotally a luxury, and of
no necessity. A man asked another why hischurch had acrosson it, and hereplied, "Well, |
don't know of a better way to decor atethetop of achurch. Doyou?" When it costsso little
to bea Christian thereis atendency to think of the crossonly as a luxury and a or nament.
Peoplelet the necessity of it fade from their minds, and they do not realize that they could
better do without air and food than without the cross.

Whoever heard of listing the necessities of life and putting the cross at the top of the list?
Y et, that iswhere it belongs. Without the cross thereis no salvation, and without salvation
life is wor se than meaningless. Therewould be no hope, but only the guarantee that no
matter how bad things are, they will be worse. We would haveto face a holy God with
nothing but thefilthy rags of our own righteousness, and be cast into eter nal dar kness where



ther e will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Unfinished sermonsand unfinished poems on
the cross need not disturb us, but we desper ately need afinished plan of salvation. We need
an atonement for our sin, and so we need the cross. That iswhy itissuch ajoy to see Jesus
committing Himself to finishing Hiswork on the cross. Hetellsusin thispassage that the
crossisa necessity for 3 reasons, each of which isvital to our salvation. We want to look at
these reasons. First of all the crossis a necessity for-

I. THE MAGNIFYING OF THE FATHER.

Thework of Christ wasto glorify the Father, and there was no way to do this but by
means of the cross. No onewantsto die, however, and no one wantsto die at 33, and still less
does anyone want to die at 33 on a cross. Jesus was no exception. If there wasany way to
accomplish God'swill and save man without the cr oss, Jesus wanted to take it. John doesnot
tell us of Jesusin Gethsemane where He prayed, " If it be possible let this cup pass from me."
John, however, shows us that the agony and struggle of Gethsemane wasnot just
momentary, but that Jesus had wrestled with thisissue for days as He approached the cross.

Verse 27 saysthat Jesus was troubled, and the thought entered His mind of escaping the
cross. Jesuswas not forced to go to the cross. It was Hisfree and voluntary decision. He
was free to ask God to save Him at any time. Even on the cross 12 legions of angels were
prepared torescue Him if Herequested it. |If Jesus had no alternative but to go to the cross
Hewasnot free. But Hedid have an alternative, and He could have avoided the cross. He
could have prayed for His Father to save Him from that hour, and His prayer would have
been heard.

Wetend to think that the cr oss wasautomatic, and that Jesus was carried by a stream of
fateto the cross. Thisisnot so. Thecrosswasnot a necessity in the sense that it could not
be avoided, but rather in the sense that there was no other way for God totriumph over sin
and Satan, and thereby be glorified. It was not easy for Jesusto go to the cross, and His soul
was deeply troubled. He held the destiny of every human being in His decision. His Father
was counting on Him, but He was repulsed by the cross and the bearing of the sin of the
world. Let noone say it isasign of a lack of faith to be troubled in acrisis. Jesusknew of
the fruit of the cross, and yet He could not avoid being troubled. No one ever faced such a
decision before. He could be the saved or the Savior. He could have avoided the cross and
been the only man to be saved, or He could gotothe crossand bethe Savior of all men.
Jesus had to give up His salvation or ours. Our salvation depended upon Him not being
saved from the cross. Itisthrilling, therefore, to read verse 28 where Jesusyieldsto the
Father's will and says, " Father, glorify thy name."

And then for the third timein thelife of Christ God speaksfrom heaven and saysthat He
hasglorified it and will glorify it again. God had already glorified His name in the miracles
and wor ks of Jesus, and in Hisvictory over Satan in temptation. Hedid it also in the casting
out of demons, and now He isabout to glorify it again in the victory of the cross. God only
spokethreetimesdirectly in thelife of Christ. It wasat His baptism, which symbolized His
humanity and death; then at Histransfiguration symbolic of His deity and resurrection, and
now here as He came to the point wher e death and resurrection are nolonger tobeinrealm
of the symbolic, but areto become historical facts. No event in history could match the



crossin bringing glory to God.

John Milton said, " Thecrossisthe key that unlocksthe gate of glory." The heavens still
declare the glory of God asthey did to the Old Testament saints, but the cross speaks louder
than the heavens. The heavensin all their wonder glorify God by telling us of His power,
wisdom, and love of order and beauty, but only the crosstells of usHislove for us assinners.
The crosswas as necessary as God'slove. Let us never get confused and think that the cross
isa basisfor God'slove. God doesnot love us because Jesusdied for us, but Jesus died for
us because God loves us. God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. The
cross did not purchase God'slove, but it was an expression of Hislove. Had God not loved
us before the crosstherewould never have been a cr oss.

'Twas not to make Jehovah's love toward His people flame,

That Jesus from the throne above a suffering man became.

'Twas not the death which He endured nor all the pangshe bore,

That God's eternal love procured for God was love before. Author Unknown.

The cross magnified the Father and glorified Him in revealing His great love for man. A
M ohammedan tradition pictures God at creation taking a piece of clay from which He
intended to create man. He broke it in two and tossed one piece upward and said, " These to
heaven and | care not." Then throwing the other piece downward He added, " These to hell,
and | care not." Such isnot the God of Scripture, for the crossglorifiesGod and exaltsHim
asa God who caresfor all men. He had provided a way to heaven for all men. To gloryin
the cross with the Apostle Paul isto glorify God and magnify Hislove, for the glory of God is
the glory of the cross. Studdert-K ennedy wrote,

God, the God | love and wor ship, reignsin sorrow on the Tree,
Broken, bleeding, but unconquered, very God of God to me.

All that showy pomp of splendor, all that sheen of angel wings,

Was not borrowed from the baubles that surround our earthly kings-
For thy glory isthe glory of Love'sloss,

And thou hast no other splendor but the splendor of the Cr oss.

The cross was a necessity for the magnifying of the Father, and secondly it was a necessity
for-

II.THE MASTERING OF THE DEVIL.

Inverse 31 Jesussays, " Now is the judgment of thisworld, and now shall the prince of
thisworld be cast out." The greatest revolution in history was about to take place. The most
power ful person to ever rule over man was about to be overthrown, and His rule of
oppression was about to give way to freedom. His process of decay and death wasto be
reversed, and a process of life and growth wasto berestored. Men wereto becalled back
from their revolt against God to fellowship with God. Such arevolution and change of
power could only be accomplished by the ultimate weapon, and that weapon wasthe cross.

The cross was the only battering ram that could smash through the gates of hell and



liber ate those in bondage. The crosswasthe only weapon that could sweep the devil from his
throne. The crosswas Satan's Waterloo. It meant the end of hisuniver sal sway over men.
The cross penetrated the kingdom of darkness and left a gaping hole thr ough which men
could escape into the kingdom of life. It wasnot Jesuswho wasthe outcast on the cr oss.
Jesuswasthe out-caster, and on the cross He gained the mastery over the prince of this
world. InHeb. 2:14-15 weread of Jesus, " ...helikewise partook of the same natur e, that
through death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
deliver all those who through fear of death wer e subject to life long bondage."

Notethat it wasthrough death that Jesus conquered death and liberated thosein
bondage. Paul also says that the cr oss was the means wher eby Jesus gained the mastery over
the whole of the armies of evil. In Col. 2:14-15 hewrites of Christ: " Having canceled the
bond which stood against us with itslegal demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
He disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example of them, triumphing
over them init." The greatest advantage the devil and hisforceshad over men wasman's
bondageto sin. Man was under an un-payable debt to God. It was un-payable by sinful men,
for the wages of sin is death, and so all men faced the judgment of death. We tend to think
that judgment is alwaysin the future. But Jesus said the hour of the crosswasthe hour of
theworld's judgment. There will be futurejudgment, but when it comes it will only bea
completion of the judgment begun at the cross.

The whole wor Id was judged at the cr oss, for Jesus died for the sin of the whole wor Id.
All men have been judged guilty as sinners and condemned to death. This sentence was
carried out at the cr oss wher e Jesus bore the condemnation of all men, and so thewhole
world wasjudged at the cross. 1n so doing Jesus destroyed the devil's gr eatest weapon
against man and disarmed the devil. Now there isno condemnation to those who are in
Christ. We are freefrom the bondage of sin and the fear of death. God will not demand
double payment for sin from those who accept Jesus astheir substitute on the cross. We
have already been judged, and Jesus paid the penalty, and we are now free. None can be
tried twice for the same crime.

All men can befreein Christ. They can now renouncethe devil and tramplethem under
their feet in the name of Christ, for his power was broken at the cross. Satan got man cast
out of paradise and into bondage to hisauthority. Jesusreversed that at the cross. He cast
Satan out and opened the gateto paradise again. Without the cr oss man would still be under
bondage to the devil and death. Thecross alone setsusfree. The cross was a necessity for
the magnifying of the Father, and for the mastering of the devil. Thethird reason for the
necessity of the crossisthat it was needed for -

1. THE MAGNETIZING OF THE SON.

Death terminatesthe work of all others. Death isaperiod for them, but for Jesus it was
only a comma after which the most important part of the sentence continued. Jesus had a
following befor e the cross, but it was nothing compared to the following He gained after He
was lifted up. Jesus knew that the crosswasto be Hisdrawing power. Heknew it would
make Him the most power ful and unique magnet in history. Hewould not draw metal but
men unto Himself. He said if He waslifted up He would draw all men to Himself. Verse 33



saysthat He said thisto show by what death He wasto die. In other words, the crosswas an
absolute necessity if Jesuswasto become magnetized, and become one who could attract all
men to Himself.

Bishop Simpson never understood the prophecy which picturesthe church of Christ
established on a mountain with all the nations flowing into it. How can the flowing be uphill?
Then one day he went to the workshop of a friend where he saw him picking up steel filings
with amagnet. Ashisfriend passed the magnet over the top of the dust the filings were
attracted upward and kissed the magnet. Then he under stood how thecross on Mt. Calvary
was the magnet drawing all the nationsto it.

Alexander Maclaren said, " Y ou demagnetize Christianity, as all history shows, if you
strike out the death on the crossfor aworld'ssin." Exalt Christ and Him crucified,
however, and you attract men with a power that isunmatched. Let usbewiseand learn
wher ethe dr awing power is. We cannot bring men into the kingdom by pushing and pulling.
Debate and argument will not budge most men. The magnetic and attractive power of the
crossisthe key power of Christianity. Point to the crossif you will see men drawn to Christ.
Histeachings may leave men cold, and His mir acles may not per suade, but His cr oss will
draw all men.

Listen to the testimony of Goethein hisConfessions Of A Beautiful Soul: "1 leaned on a
little table beside me, and | hid my tear stained face in my hands, and who could ever express
even in the dimmest way the experience that cameto methen? A secret influence drew my
soul to the cross where Jesus once expired. It was an inward leaning-l cannot giveit any
other name-and inward leaning like that which drawsthe heart to itsbeloved in its absence.
Asmy soul drew near to Him who became mine and died upon the Cross, in that moment |
knew what Faith meant; and in that moment my spirit received a wholly new power of
uplifting."

Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit saysthe Lord. Silently and inwardly the
cross draws men upward to God. The Holy Spirit can use the cross to convict and convince
when nothing else will be effective. Jesus knew that the cross was necessary if Hewereto
become the magnetic pole of history. He knew that only the cross could make him the center
of attraction and thereby draw men to receive the benefits which He purchased for them by
His death. Way back in John 3:14-15 Jesus said to Nicodemus " As Moses lifted up the
ser pent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believesin him
may have eter nal life."

The serpent in the Old Testament was lifted up on a poleso that all who looked at it lives
who wer e bitten by the serpents attacking the people of Israel. If the sting of death wasto be
overcome, alook at the serpent on the pole was a necessity. Jesus says he also must be lifted
up like that serpent so that all who are under the attack of that old serpent the devil may also
look and live. The crossisthe antidote for all the poison of sin. It ison the crossthat Jesusis
most attractive, for there He becomes the great physician capable of healing all diseases and
forgiving all sin.

High on the Crossthe Savior hung,



High in the heavens hereigns;
Heresinners, by the old serpent stung
L ook and forget your pains.

Comethen to this Physician,
His help he'll freely give;

He makes no hard condition,
Tisonly-look and live.
Author unknown

L ook to the cross and you will be attracted to Christ, for the Cross magnetized Him, and
gave Him unsurpassed drawing power. Asthe beauty of the flower attracts all who have the
capacity to appreciated beauty, so the cross attracts all who, by God's grace, have the
capacity to appreciate the beauty of sacrificial love, and the beauty of victory over all that is
evil.

L et uskeep ever near the cross, for a magnet can pass on the power of attraction. If you
touch a needle with a magnet it can take on the power of attraction. Christ isthe master
magnet, but if we keep near the cross and the Christ of the cross we too can have drawing
power to bring othersto Christ. M ay God keep us, by His Spirit, even near the cross, for it is
a necessity for the magnifying of the Father; the mastering of the devil, and the magnetizing
of the Son.

3. THE FOOLISHNESS OF THE CROSS Basd on |
Cor. 1:18-31

The mayor and other dignitarieswere looking into the vast pit dug for the new hospital to
be built. The town half-wit came up and gazed into the pit, and asked the mayor what he was
going to do with thisbig hole. The mayor decided to humor him and said, " We are going to
round up all the foolsin town and pilethem in there." The half-wit thought a moment and
then said, " Whose gonna be left to cover um up?"

Even a half-wit knows that in some sense all men are fools, but | have to confess | never
really realized to what degree thisistrue until | studied what the Bible says about fools and
foolishness. Thesubject is so vast, and the evidence is so over whelming that only a fool



would deny that all men are fools. This does not sound very nice, however, and so it iswise
for usto see thereisapositive side to being afool. So much so, that Paul in |1 Cor. 3:18
urgesChristiansto befools, and in 4:10 he says, " We are fools for Christ."

To add to the paradox of being a Christian fool, Paul in this passage of | Cor. 1:18-31
gloriesin Christian folly, and links almost ever ything of Christian nobility to foolishness. He
writesof the foolishness of the cross; the foolishness of wisdom, and the foolishness of
preaching, and most shocking of all, for it ssemsto bor der on blasphemy, Paul even writesin
ver se 25 of the foolishness of God. Then he saysin verse 27 that God chose the foolish things
of the world to shamethewise. And the foolish things are the Christians.

So what it comesdown to isthis: All men are in some sense fools, but since all are not
foolsin the same way, we have to make a distinction between worldly fools and wise fools.The
worldly fools are those who feel so wise they have no need of light from God. Thesefools say
in their hearts that thereisno God. M an isthe measur e of all things, and He deter minesHis
own destiny. They say science and human philosophy is all we need to produce autopia. We
do not need the Bible or God to create our own heaven.

Thewise fool, in contrast, recognizes that human wisdom is so limited, and so thereisa
need for wisdom from above. They are seen asfools from the point of view of the wor Idly
fool. God, however, seesthem as wise, and so the two per spectives make them wise fools-
that is people who seem to choose foolishness and trust in foolishness, but because it isthe
foolishness of God, they ar ewise. So what we have hereisastudy in relativity. The worldly
wise who reject God'srevelation are, in relation to eternal truth, fools. Those, however, who
choose the way of God ar e seen as fools, in relation to the way of the world, but in fact, they
arethetruly wise. Type one foolsseem wise to men, but arefoolsto God. Type 2 fools seems
fools to men, but are wise to God. So wisdom and folly are relative to whose per spective you
are seeing them from.

Paul'swhole battle with the Corinthians was to get them to stop being wise before the
world and fools before God, and to reverse that to being fools before the world, and wise
before God. The goal of the Christian isto become a wisefool. The Corinthianswere
missing this mark because they came from along tradition of philosopherswho had all the
answers. As Greeksthey wer e considered awise people. Theresult was, the church wasin
chaos because of all the pride of worldly wisdom. Some thought Paul was the best. Others
that it was Peter, and still other sthat Apolloswasnumber one. Some said they wer e all
wrong, and we follow Jesus only. The church was divided because, in their pride, they were
deciding what was best. They wer e also picking and choosing the giftsthey felt were best. In
pride Christians can set themselves up asthe judge of what iswise and what isfoolish, and in
so doing they make their human judgment, rather than God'srevelation, the basisfor their
value system, and thisisfolly.

If human reason isgoing to be the standar d of judgment, then the whole plan of God is
nothing but foolishness, and nothing is mor e foolish than the foolishness of the cross. Just
look at the evidence of itsfolly.

1. Theinnocent dying for the guilty.
2. Thefolly of having a way out and not taking it.



Thefolly of having power to destroy your enemy, but letting them destroy you.
Thefolly of surrender to a foe you could easily conquer.

Thefolly of suffering when comfort and pleasureis at your command.
Thefolly of having the power to do miracles, and yet do nothing.

Thefolly of having an eloquent defense and yet not opening your mouth.
Thefolly of going to hell when you never had to leave heaven.

. Thefolly of volunteering for ajob that is certain death.

10 Thefolly of being God and yet letting mere men push you around.

11. Thefolly of forgiving those most worthy of judgment.

©ooN Ok W®

We could go on, but | am sure you get the point. The crossis pure foolishness from a
rational point of view. It isnonsense, and aridiculousway for God to go about saving man
from the perspective of the worldly wise. Anintelligent lost man is scandalized by the cross.
He feelsthat only fools can be Christiansif they buy into the foolishness of the cross. When
Paul gave his testimony and told of the death and resurrection of Christ, the procurator
Festes interrupted him in Acts 26:24 and said to him, " You are out of your mind, Paul!

Your great learning isdriving you insane." Paul respondsin verse 25," | am not
insane..What | am saying istrue and reasonable. So what we have hereistheworldly fool
meeting the wisefool, and each fool feelstheother isa fool indeed. And the point is, both are
right from their point of view.

The village screwball met a friend coming down the sidewalk, and he said, " Tell me which
isthe other side of the street." The friend said, " The other sideisover there" pointing to
the other side. " That'sfunny," said the screwball, " That'swhat | thought too,
but | wasjust over there and the lady there said it was over here." Such a paradox of both
sides being the other side can drive a screwball batty, but thisisthe paradox of life. Both
sides of the argument of what is wise ar e fools from the per spective of the other side, and
Paul'sadvice then isto beafool for Christ. Bewilling to seem like a fool for the sake of
Christ. Weareso concerned about being accepted that we do not liketo be seen asafoal.
But the more concerned we ar e about being respectable to the world, thelesswe are
concer ned about being faithful to the wisdom of God.

We are so easily conformed to the wor ld, and we lose our sense of mission which isto
confront the wor Id with the foolishness of God.

In the eyes of the wise

Don't be cool, be afool.

It may be aloss,

And you'll suffer pain,

But thisisthe cross

That leadsto gain.

Gain that goes beyond the worldly clever,
For it is gain that lastsforever.

We are called, not just to be April fools, but perpetual fools. If we never identify with the
foolishness of the cross, and always conform to the wisdom of the world, we will still be fools,
but not the kind we are called to be. Christians are not beyond therisk of being



wor ldly fools. A pastor wasleaving town, and he told the church secr etary he did not have
his sermon titles yet for the bulletin, so she could just put in something like, the pastor
speaks. What about the evening service she asked? He said he was speaking from Psa. 14
which beginswith the words, " The fool has said in hisheart thereisno God." The pastor
told her tojust make up atitle. So she did, and when the bulletin came out it said-

M orning-The Pastor Speaks.
Evening-What The Fool Said.

In thelight of our study, however, it does not need to be seen as embarrassing, for Paul
calls himself afool for Christ, and hisministry for Christ he calls, the foolishness of
preaching.

Someone said, " You can fool some of the people all the time, and all of the people some of
thetime, but most of the time they will make fools of themselves." Warren Hammer said,
"Nowoman really makes a fool of a man-she merely gives him the opportunity to develop his
natural capacities." A young preacher traveling with a Gospel team preached to a
Wisconsin congregation, and after the service a Scandinavian saint grabbed his hand and
said, " That was a wonder ful message." Tryingto be humble heresponded, "It wasjust
Jesus." "No" said the saint, "It wasn't that good." It can befoolish to attribute all we doto
the Lord, for if it wastheLord it would be awhole lot better.

Pastor Wally Klandrud of Phoenix tells of hisfirst hospital call. Hewanted it to be
perfect, and so he studied all the do's and don'ts of hospital visitation. Nervously he entered
the patients room. Therewasawoman in her eighty's, and the nurse had told him she was
senile. He was just about to share some wor ds of comfort when she leaped up on the bed
without a stitch of clothing. Hetried to keep hiscomposer, and asked her if he could help.

" Gotta go to the bathroom," sheresponded. The pastor ran into the hall way to look for a
nurse, but nonewasin sight. Hewasin a panic, and ran back to hisimpatient

patient and said, " Mam, thereis nobody out there, but I'll be back next week." As he fled
out the door he heard her scream, " Young man | can't wait till next week!"

True storieslike this ar e endless that reveal the fallibility that can happen even when we
desire sincerely to be tools of God. Instead of tools, God gets fools. Unfortunately, not every
foolish thing Christian doisfunny. We have studied Peter and his many mistakes, and one
of them was that he felt it was foolish for Jesusto talk about dying. The Christian can see
the foolishness of the crossjust like the world sees it, and that is what Peter was seeing.
God'sways are so different than man's, that if we get caught up in the wisdom of the world,
even as Christians, the ways of God will seem foolish and impractical.

Pastor Vajda of St. Louistellsof his organist who would always slip down the back stairs
to the basement just before the sermon began, and then return just beforeit ended. During
one of hisLenten services asthe organ ceased, he stepped to the pulpit and began with a
grippingillustration. At the height of abattlein the Civil War a young soldier thought the
command was to charge. He leaped out of the trench with the regimental flag and started
running across no mansland toward enemy fire. When the captain saw that other soldiers
wer e following the flag bear er, he shouted at the top of his voice, " Come back here you



fool!" Ashepaused, everyone could hear the clatter of footsteps as the organist came flying
back up the stepsto take her place at the organ. That was not hisintention at all, but he
notes that she never again left the organ during a ser mon.

Thisisin essence what Paul issaying to the Corinthians-" Get back here you fools. You
are following the way of worldly wisdom which to God is foolishness. Come back to the
foolishness of God which istrue wisdom. It iswiser tolet the world think of you asfools,
than to let God think of you asfools." Somebody isalways goingto have you on their fools
list, but only afool would chooseto be on God'slist. Be afool for Christ, and be on God's
list of thosewho aretruly wise. The truly wise are those who are fools for Christ, and care
about peoplewho don't care about anyone but themselves. Paul poured his life out for
people who wer e self-centered and worldly wise, and they only rejected him and sought to
kill him. Paul still cared and did all he could to win them to Christ by the foolishness of
preaching.

Billy Graham tells of thefirst time he ever preached. It wasin alittle Baptist church in
Florida. 32 people werethere, and he thought he had plenty to say. He had four sermons he
thought were 40 to 50 minutes each. But he was so nervous he preached all four sermonsin
8 minutes. That wasthe foolishnessof preaching. But onelittle boy in the congregation
received Christ, and herealized God can use even our foolishnessto accomplish the wisest
things that can happen on earth. Hetells of one of his evangelists who spoke at a university
in Costa Rica. A student came up after and said she was a Marxist, and she laughed and
scorned the message he was preaching. The evangelist said, " Before you leave do you mind
if I pray for you?"

What folly, to ask if you can pray for one who is mocking you. She was shocked and said, " |
guessit couldn't do any harm." So he began to pray, and as he did tears of compassion began
to trickle down his cheeks. When he finished, the Marxist wasin tears also. She said, " No
one ever cared enough for meto shed atear. I'll listen to what you haveto say." She heard
the Gospel and received Christ asher Savior.

Thisisthe kind of fool Jesuswants. He wantsthose who will be fool enough to care
about peoplewho don't deserve to be cared about. It isfoolishnessto waste your life caring
about lost people. It isfoolishnessto leave the 99 and risk injury, and who knows what
abuse, to go after that one stupid sheep who has gone astray. Worldly wisdom would say stay
with the odds; don't risk yourself for the stray. But those who are fools for Christ, who
under stand the foolishness of the cross, will go, for it isthiskind of foolishness that saved
them. God wasin Christ reconciling the world to Himself. God had the power to condemn
theworld, and let His Son go free. Instead Helet Him die so the guilty might go free. Thisis
the foolishness of God, and the foolishness of the cross. William Stidger wrote,

| saw God bear His soul one day
Where all the earth might see

The stark and naked heart of Him
On lonely Calvary.

There wasa crimson sky of blood



And over head a storm;
When lightening glit the clouds
And light engulfed His form.

Beyond the storm a rainbow lent
A light to every clod,

For on that cross mine eyes beheld
The naked soul of God.

No man would be such aGod for they consider it foolishnessto suffer for the folly of
others. If God was not foolish from man's per spective there would be no cross, and no way
for man to beforgiven and reconciled to God. Thank God for such foolishness. All
Christian celebrationsare really celebrations of the foolishness of God. He had the freedom
to just forget fallen man, but He choseto send His Son that they might beredeemed. To
magnify thefolly of God's plan, itisall based on grace. He pays a high price, and then
instead of reaping a huge profit, he gives away the salvation he purchased for free. Jesus
could have been therichest king that ever lived. He could have made a mile high palace with
streets of gold and wallsfilled with jewels. He could have had heaven on earth had he
charged aslittle as athousand dollars each. Every living soul would slave in order to save
that much to get into the kingdom.

Thereisno such plan, however, for salvation isfree, and whosoever will may come and
drink freely from the fountain of life. Jesushad the greatest money maker of all time at His
fingertips, and He gave it away. From the worldly perspective this was nothing but sheer
folly. But without the foolishness of the cross there is no answer to the folly of thisfallen
world. A Polish Jew who had been converted to Christ was asked how he could see his
peoplekilled and still believe in the love of God. He saw the blood of his dear est friends stain
the streets of histown, but thiswas hisresponse, " As| looked at that man upon the cross |
knew | must make up my mind once and for all, and either take my stand beside him, and
sharein hisundefeated faith in God, or elsefall finally into a bottomless pit of bitter ness,
hatred, and unutter able despair." He wassaying, unlessthereisa God willing to suffer for
thisloss world, thereis no hope, and life hasno meaning. But if thereissuch a God, as we
seein Jesuson the cross, then nothing evil can do can rob usof hope.

Thisiswhy men like Jim Elliot risk their lives and die to get the message of the cross to
the pagan world. He said, "Heisno fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he
cannot lose." May God help usto be foolsfor Christ and share with thislost world the

foolishness of the cr oss.



4. THECRUELTY OF THE CROSS Based on John
19:1-16

Pierre VanPaasen once had an interview with M ar shal Lyauty, but the former procounsul
of the French Republic in Morocco. VanPassen asked him what he would have done had he
been in Pilate's place. Lyauty, after describing what atrouble maker Jesus had been,
endorsed Pilate'saction. " You mean your excellency is of the opinion that Pilate was
justified in putting Jesusto death?" heasked. " Positively,” was hisreply. In fact, he said he
would not have waited until Jesus had infected the crowdsin the capital, but would have had
him put before afiring squad in his home province up North in Galilee.

Thismay sound like a cruel attitude, and it is, but it would have been far less cruel than
what Jesus actually did haveto endure. Marshal Lyauty's plan would have been swift and
mer ciful, but the way Pilate bungled things Jesus had to go through intense tortur e that was
totally unnecessary. A close look at what Jesus went through is so horrible, revolting, and
pathetic, that many feel that this aspect of the cr oss should be skipped over. After all, if we
are opposed to violenceon TV, why promoteit from the pulpit?

Nothing could be mor e violent than the scenes of Christ's suffering. The cruelty of what
Heendured if shown in itsstark reality would horrify people, and give them nightmares.
People arenot interested in being disturbed, and so the cruelty of the crossis played down.
People want things more pleasant when they cometo worship. The beauty of the crossis
fine, but the cruelty of the crossistaboo. It forces peopleto face up to the undesirable fact
of their own sin and depravity. It getsrather distasteful for the sophisticated person when
he confronted by thetruth that it was his sin that helped produce the cruelty of the cr oss.
Every person ispartly responsible for thecruelest crimethat ever took place on this planet.
We are all accomplices.

Peopleliketo cover up the pit of their evil nature and be enter tained with trivial
pleasantries, and not be madeto look at the awful cost God had to pay to savethem. Thereis
truth in thislittle limerick:

There was a clergyman out in Dumont
Who kept tropical fish in hisfont.
Although it surprises
The babes he baptizes,
It seemsto bejust what they want.

If we get just what we want, we will certainly not be looking at the cruelty of the cross. |f
we get what we want, we will take all the benefits of Calvary, and leavethe burdensto Christ.
C. T. Studd put this attitude in poetry.

Mine be the pomp and glory
And Thinebe Calvary!
Give me the ease of living-



The scourge, thethorns for Thee!

Ah, how we prate of threading
The path the M aster trod-

Laurel and gold our portion;
Thornswerethe crown of God!

Minetherespectful gester;
Thine bethe bloody thong!
Mine bethetitled leisure-
And Thine thejeering throng!

Here, and we call Him "Master" !
Our handsare pale and fine,
Too good for blood and wounding-
His blood ran down like wine!

Mine be the chant and candle;
Thine be the pain and loss;

| am too good for trial!-
Thine, judgment and a cross!

Subconsciously all of feel thisway to some degree. We hateto face up to the fact that our
sin is partly responsible for what Jesus endured. We hate to look at the pricewe made Him
pay. We feel guilty because we not only have not resisted unto blood, but we have har dly
entered the battleat all. We enjoy being at easein Zion, and this may be distur bed if we look
too closely at the suffering Jesus endured. Taking up the cross and following Him will no
longer be an invitation to a pleasant afternoon hikein the beauties of God's cr eation. It will
be a command to face the fury of the for ces of hell, and if need be, die for righteousness. It is
easy to under stand why people get squeamish when you approach the horrors of Christ's
sufferings, but God certainly expected usto face this scene squarely. The Gospelsdevote
mor e space to the suffering and crucifixion of Christ than to any other event of Hislife.

The pictureisgruesome, and the language is brutal, but thereisno way to be faithful to
the Scriptur e and bypass the cruelty of the cross. When we say the cross we ar e including all
that Jesus went through in histrial that led to the cross. Jesus was half dead before he ever
reached Calvary. In Luke 23:27-28 weread that he was followed by women who wailed and
lamented. Jesus turned to them and said, " Daughters of Jer usalem weep not for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children." He went on to tell of the judgment that would
fall on the Jews because of their r gjection of him.

It isof interest to note that nowherein the Gospelsisawomen ever an enemy of Christ.
Nowher e does a woman ever add to the cruelty Jesus suffered. Women are alwaysin a
positive relation to Jesus. Even Pilate's wife war ned him about condemning Jesus. M asculine
brutality isresponsible for the suffering of Jesus, while the feminine heart is always
sympathetic to him. Nevertheless, Jesus was not pleased or helped by their tears, and hetold
them so. Hetold them to direct their tears to their own judgment, and not his.



We need to keep thisin mind lest as we examinethe cruelty of the cross we think we are
accomplishing anything if we become emotional and shed tears over the suffering of Christ.
Studdart Kennedy said in hisown stinging way, " Thelast thing in the world that Christ was
or wanted to be was pathetic. Thelast thing He wanted to do was set souls sailing on a sea of
tearsto no wherein particular. Emotions arelike shadows passing over corn fields; they
come and go, and come again, and leave no trace behind. Christ wantsmor ethan our tears.
He wants our very selves, and the very fibre of our beingsyielded up to Him."

I f we feel anything as we look at the cruelty of the crossit ought to be the feeling of
repentance for our sin, and a feeling that we ar e unworthy ser vants unfit tountieHis
shoelace let alone be a joint-heir with Him of the unsear chableriches of God. We cannot
ook at every detail of the sufferings of Christ, but we want to look at some major causes of
His pain under two categories. We want to look first at-

I. THE CRUELTY OF HISPRIVATE TORTURE.

In verse 1 Pilate had Jesus scour ged in private. Thiswas a whipping with what the
Romans called the " horrible flagellum," or the horrible whip. It was made of long leather
thongs studded with pellets of lead and shar p pieces of bone. It literally tore a man's back to
strips. Roman law prescribed no maximum number of strokes as Jewish law did, and the
result wasthat many died from this torture alone.

Josephus tells of how he had some of his opponents scourged until their insides was
visible. How bad Jesuslooked we do not know for sure, but we know it was no mer e matter
of red welts. Pilate's motive for having Jesus whipped was to appeal to the pity of the crowd.
He brought Jesus out and said, " Behold the man." Hewas saying that they should behold
this poor bleeding, bruised, and wretched man. " Can you look at such a pathetic sight and
still persist in demanding Hiscrucifixion?" If Jesushad not been severely beaten, this
appeal would have no weight. Luke 23:16, 22 clearly reveal Pilate's plan. He said, twice with
determination, " | will chastise Him and let Him go." But the Jewish leaders, like blood
thirsty hyenasruined his plan, and refused to moved by pity. They cried out, " Crucify Him!
Crucify Him!"

This meant that the beating of Jesus was for nothing. Hisback wastorn to shredsasa
part of Pilate's plot to outwit the Jews, and it failed. Jesuswould have been better off if
Pilate would haveyielded to the Jews without a fight. His persistent effortsto resist their
will only led to mor e suffering for Christ. So terrible was the sight of a man who had been
scourged that for thefirst five centuries Christian artistsrefused to paint this scenein the
life of Christ.

Inverse 2 weread that the soldiersput acrown of thornson Hishead. Thiswasnot
primarily for torture, but for mockery, but the pain of it would be intense. It was meresport
for the soldiers. They mocked Him asKing of the Jews. They would not have dared to do so
in front of the angry crowd of waiting Jews, but in privacy they r eleased their anti-Semitic
hatred upon Jesus. The private torture of Jesuswas mostly all the doing of Gentiles. The
Jews were not interested in beatings and thorns. They just wanted Jesusto bedead. The
Gentiles were not anxiousto see Him die, but they enjoyed the sport of sadistic torture. So



we see that the Gentiles wer e responsible for Historture, and the Jews wer e responsible for
His death.

The crown of thorns was the wor k of Gentiles. Even if they wer e gentle, which ishighly
unlikely, the thornswould pierce His skin. Onethorn in the finger could be painful, and so
you can imagine the pain of dozens of them pressed into your head. The only thing beautiful
that could come out of such a scene as this isthe beauty of the legend concer ning the robin.
The robin seeing the agony of Christ sought to ease His pain by plucking athorn from His
head. In so doing, shedied her breast red in the blood of Christ. An unknown poet records
thelegend in poetry.

Bearing His cross while Christ passed forlorn,
His God-like forehead by the mock crown torn,
A little bird took from that crown one thorn

To soothethe dear Redeemer'sthrobbing head;
The bird did what she could; Hisblood it's said,
Down-dropping, dyed her tender bosom red,
Since then no wanton boy disturbs her nest,
Weasel, nor wild cat, will her young molest,

All sacred deem that bird of ruddy breast.

Such legends asthis develop, no doubt, to try and offset the cr uelty of the biblical scene.
They can be of value, for example, if every time you see arobin you think of the crown of
thornsand what Jesus suffered, and then give thanks. There is a painting in Milan which
represents alittle cherub trying to feel one of the thornswith hisfinger. Thereisalook of
wonder in hisface, for he has been told it means agony, but he cannot feel it. He belongsto a
different world, and sin and suffering are incomprehensibleto him. Even for uswho
experience painitisdifficult toimagine what Jesus suffered. For all eternity He had been
adored by all the hosts of heaven, and how He stands bleeding and bruised, and being
mocked by brutal man. Thiswasthe coronation of the King of sorrows. The crown of
thorns symbolized His bearing the curse of sin, for thorns weretheresult of man'sfall, and
all through the Old Testament they symbolized the curse of sin. Verse 3 saysthey also
struck Jesus with their hands asthey mocked them, and the other Gospels indicate other
strikes against Him also. But now we move into the second category which is-

II. THE CRUELTY OF HISPUBLIC TORTURE.

We are familiar with the nail pierced hands, and the spear wound in the side, but these
physical pains may not have been as cruel asthe psychological pains Jesus had to bear. The
mockery would be more bitter to one who loved as Jesus did, and who knew the value of
every eternal soul. That iswhy hetold the women to weep for themselves and their children.
The really sad thing as Jesus saw it was the folly and cr uelty of men. They cried out "L et his
blood be upon us and our children." They demanded his crucifixion with passionate hatred
and mockery, and certainly this was a bitterness for Jesus beyond our compr ehension.

How bitter that cup
No heart can conceive,



Which Jesus drank up
That sinnersmight live.

If we put all the mockery together we see Jesus was constantly abused. The Scripture says
that the chief priests mocked him, with the scribes and elders. The soldiers mocked him, and
those who passed by reviled him, and even the thieves crucified with him railed on him, and
cast the same abusein histeeth. The cruelty of the tonguewas at its wor st at the cross. We
say that sticks and stones may break my bones but names will never hurt me, but the fact is,
it iseasier to bear the pain of sticks and stonesthan it isthedeep cuts of themocking tongue.
All the pain of the human tongue was pour ed into the cup Jesus had to drink.

Then in verse 23 we read of another cruelty that we seldom think of, but which was the
depth of disgrace and humiliation. The soldier stook his gar ments and divided them. All of
the Roman writers on the method of crucifixion agree that the victims wer e stripped naked.

All rightsdenied,
Naked, Christ died.

The Gentiles at his cradle brought him gifts, but now at his crossthey take away the last of
his possessions. Jesus was stripped of the last shred of dignity he had left, and he was exposed
that he might bear the full shame of our sin.

His scared limbsthey stretch, they tear
With nailsthey fasten to the wood;

His sacred limbsexposed and bare,

Or only covered with His blood.

The shame of nakednesswas one of the fir st results of sin when Adam and Eve disobeyed
God. All men must face the judgment of God naked with all their shame exposed, and,
ther efore, when Jesus died for all men He took upon himself their nakedness and shame al so.
He did so that we might be clothed in the gar ments of hisrighteousness, and be able to stand
before God clothed and unashamed. Clothing wasthe first gift of God to sinful man.
Clothing represents gr ace, and all grace was removed from Christ in the cruelty of the cross.
K. Schilder in his famous book Christ Crucified writes, " He was made a public spectacle in
His nakedness on the accur sed cross. He could not forget that He had fewer rights than
Adam. Adam's was still the right to conceal himself, and Christ's awar eness of His own
shamein part prompted the plaint: My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?"

There are other cruelties He suffered also, such as the contempt shown in those spitting
on Him, but we do not have thetimeto look at ever ything. What we have seen is sufficient to
demonstrate that the cross Jesus bore for uswas the most cruel and painful experience ever
endured. Othershave been tortured as much, and more, but none ever suffered as much for
no one else ever suffered so innocently, and with such love and sensitivity, and for the sins of
all mankind.

Richard Jefferies tells of aboy who stood before a painting of the crucifixion. Hisfeelings
were hurt ashelooked at the cruel nails and the unfeeling spear. He looked at the picture for



alongtime and then turned and said, " If God had been there, He would not have let them do
it." But the paradox of it all isthat God wasin Christ reconciling the world to Himself. God
was not only there and letting it happen, but He was suffering with the Son for our benefit.
Isa. 53:4-5 says, " Surely he has borne our griefsand carried our sorrows....But hewas
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, upon him was the
chastisement that made us whole, and with his stripes we ar e healed."

God took all that physical pain, mental misery, and soul suffering, and turned it into a
blessing for every person who accepts Jesus as Savior. This great paradox of Jesus using the
world's wor st act of cruelty for the world's gr eatest blessing assuresusthat no matter how
much we suffer in life that which isunjust, senseless, and meaningless, God will turn it into
ultimate blessing. If God turned the cruelty of the crossinto auniversal blessing, we need
never doubt that verse of Paul in Rom. 8:28 that says, " Weknow that in all things God
wor ks for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
Even the cr uelty of the cross was made to lead to the ultimate beauty of redemption of the
lost out of every tribe, tongue and nation who will praise Jesus for ever as King of Kings.
God always hasthe last word, and no evil of men can prevent Hisfinal victory. Therefore, do
not add to the cruelty of the cross by refusing the salvation Jesus purchased there for us.
Receive Him as your Savior and enjoy Hisvictor forever.

5. THE PEACE OF THE CROSS Based on Matt. 5:9

A traveler in the South found himself stranded in a small town on Satur day night.
Wondering around, he noticed ther e wer e two Baptist churches. He couldn't understand it,
so he asked someone why it was that such a small town would have two Baptist churches?
The local man said, " They just couldn't agree. One of the churches believed that Pharaoh's
daughter found M osesin the bull-rushes. Thechurch claims, that'swhat she says. M an has
always been a creature of strive, even thereisnothingreally to fight about. Horace, the
ancient writer, refersto a controversy in his day asto whether goatshair should be called
lana or wool, and he says of the contender, " Hewrangles about goatswool, and donning his
armor, fights for trifles." Shakespearein Romeo and Juliet writesof one, " Thou! Why thou
wilt quarrel with aman that hath ahair more, or ahair less, in hisbeard than thou hast?
Thou wilt quarrel with aman for cracking nuts, having no other reason but because thou
hast hazel eyes."

Thomas Jeffer son, who associated with a great many men, spoke out of experience when
he said, " An association of men who will not quarrel with one another isa thing which never
yet existed." Even the 12 Apostles argued and disputed about who was going to be the
greatest. It ought not to be surprising then that professor Quincy Wright in his book, A
Study Of War, showsthat in the 461 yearsfrom 1480 to 1941 various nations had this
record: Great Britain 78 wars, France 71, Spain 64, Russia 61, Austria 52, Germany 23,
China 11, Japan 9, and the U. S. 13, plus 110 warswith the I ndians within theU. S. Certainly



it isnot necessary to labor the point that peacemaker s are desperately needed. They arethe
rarest creatures ever to seethelight of day on this planet of strife.

Never theless, peacemaker s have had far mor e power than warmakers. Practically all the
peace treaties ever signed have been broken. They have been ineffective, but thereisone
peacethat was established that isstill in effect, and hasbeen more powerful than all the wars
of history combined. Itisthe peace of the Prince of Peace-the peace of the cross. The
greatest conflict in history was and is the conflict between God and man. The consequences
of this conflict wer e far more dreadful than all the horrorsof human warfare. In fact, this
was the source of human strife. Jesus became the peacemaker of all peacemakers by
reconciling God and man. In Col 1:20-22 Paul writes of thisreconciliation. "...Making
peace by the blood of hiscross. And you, who wer e once estranged and hostile in mind,
doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by hisdeath in order to present
you holy and blameless and irreproachable before Him..."

The peace of the crossisthe only universal and everlasting peace ever established, and all
through the centuriesin every part of the world men have been able to say with the Apostle
Paul, " Therefor e, being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ." The peace of the cross not only reconciled men of faith with God, but it became the
basis for peace on earth among men of good will which the angels sang of at the birth of the
Prince of Peace. The crosshasended so much hostility that thereisno way to measure its
influence in history. It has broken down wallsthat all thebombs and bullets of all thewars
ever fought could not dent, let alone demoalish.

Paul writes of the great power in the peace of thecrossin Eph. 2:13-14. " But now in
Christ Jesus you who wer e once far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ. For
heisour peace, who has made us both one, and has br oken down the dividing wall of
hostility." Jesusdemolished every wall that separ ates men, and made peace possible for all
men with God and each other, if they will come to the cross. Billy Graham wrote, " Inregard
toracial peace let me say that for true Christiansthereisno race problem! The ground is
level at the cross and there are no second-rate citizenswith God."

Thisistruein every other area of conflict also. The peace of the crossis power ful enough
to solve any conflict if men will cometo the cross. The peace of the cross isalso proof that
both sidesin a conflict can be satisfied, and both can win if one iswilling to pay the price of
being a peacemaker. It doesn't cost anything to be a peace lover or a peace talker, but to be
a peace maker calls for sacrifice. Jesushad to humble himself to the degrading level of
dying like a criminal, but He did so, to be a peace maker. No conflict can ever end in a
satisfying peace unless one of the contenders humbles himself. It Jesus had not done so, as
theinnocent party in the conflict between God and man, there would be eternal enmity with
no solution. Jesus had to lose for usto win. The same principle operatesin our society, and
in our homes. A man wrote,

Because my wifeand | areloathe
Tolet aquarrel last too long,
It'sover just as soon as both
Of us admit that | am wrong.



Thismay be funny, but it istrue. It may even bethat theleast guilty in a conflict hasto
pay the cost of peace, and humble himself. Thisiswhat the peace of the crossisall about.
Theinnocent have a greater responsibility to be peace makersthan the aggr essors. With
God and man there was no choice. It was up to God, or nothing could bring peace. Itistrue
among men also. The aggressor and the man of strifeisfar less capable of bringing about
peacethan the meek and poor in spirit, for heisa victim of sin and isin bondage. The more
free aman isbecause of victory over sin, the more responsible heis for being a peace maker.

John Chrysostom said, " If the peace makers are they who do not contend one with
another, but reconcile those that are at strife, they arerightly called sons of God, seeing that
thiswas the chief employment of the Only Begotten Son, to reconcile things separated, to
give peace to thingsat war." We can hardly claim to be follower s of the Prince of Peace if we
are not striving to become peace makers.

Therefor e, we want to look at some things that will characterize usif we are fulfilling this
most important rolein aworld of strife. The first thing will take an entire message it is so
important, and it is-

I. DIPLOMACY

We have diplomats all over the world whosejob itisto promote our country and prevent
hostility. They have to be men or women who can foresee conflict and head it off. Abraham
had this quality, and saw that his men and Lot's men were headed for a clash, so he said to
Lot, " Let there be no strife between me and thee," and he very diplomatically suggested he
move elsewhere, and he gave him the best choice. A man lesswise would have said, if you
can't keep your men in line Lot, my men will run you off the land. Then the battle would
begin.

Diplomacy has been defined asthe art of saying, " nice doggie,” until you find a rock.
Thereistruth to this, but it isalso true that one may want to say, " nice doggie until the dog
likes you, and becomes, in fact, a nice and friendly dog. That isbeing a peace maker. The
peace maker uses all of the other attitudes of the beatitudes to gain peace. Because heis
poor in spirit and humble he does not fight in pride, but iswilling to sacrifice and even suffer
if the advancement of other s extendsthe kingdom of God. Because they are comforted in
their mourning, they seek to be acomfort to otherswho mourn, and striveto bring peace
into strife-filled lives. In meekness they do not feel the need to dominate or destroy
opposition, but rather, to build up and unite. They hunger and thirst for what isright, and
not for their brothersblood, and in mercy they even forgive the injustice and folly of others
to bring about the peace of reconciliation.

The peace maker will not always succeed in making peace, but he will always be a success,
for in being a peace maker heisbeing what God wantshim to be. Paul saysin Rom. 12:18,
"Asmuch aslieth in you, live peaceably with all men." M any timeswe ignor e the clear
teaching of the Bible, and feel obligated to be God's protector; so we stir up strife over all
kinds of issues. We need to pray with Alexander Pope:

L et not thisweak, unknowing hand



Presume thy bolts to throw,
And deal damnation around the land
On each | judge thy foe.

Your responseto pressure can deeply influence another. A wifein Michigan cameto
Christ before her husband. Heresisted the Gospel, but one day he dropped histool box in
theliving room and tools spilled out. Before her conversion he knew hiswife would have
raised the roof. Now shewas undisturbed, and she helped him pick up thetools. That did it;
it was the turning point. Her peace made him want to know the Lord of peace, and he too
opened hislifeto Christ. She became a peace maker by receiving into her own life the peace
of Christ.

M any arethe records of history that show Christianstrying to serve the L ord with a zeal
without knowledge. Diplomacy isthe art of making peace before the war even begins. It is
preventative rather than curative, if possible. A peace maker is quick to confess hisown
faults and blunder s before someone else does. Heis onewho isawar e of the power of
humility. Even non-believers have proven the peace making power of humility. Voltaire
visited England in 1727 when feelings ran high against the French. Angry crowds gathered
around him and shouted, " Kill him, hang the Frenchman!" Voltaire aware that his skin was
at stake stood on thecurb stone and cried out, "Englishmen! You want to kill me because |
am a Frenchman. Am | not already punished enough in not being an Englishman?"' The
crowd applauded and escor ted him home in safety. An angry word meant possible death,
and acertain beating. Diplomacy, or tact, we might call it, disarmed them, and he became
the victor through peace.

Diplomacy can be clever tricksand deceit, but it can also bejust honest humble kindness.
Jesus employed it constantly in His patient teaching of His quarreling disciples. Paul used it
over and over again to keep peace in the churches. Welivein a day when men have lost
patience with the methods of diplomacy. The claim isthat no oneislistening, and everybody
isindifferent, and so you just have to smash everything to piecesto get attention. George
Bernard Shaw said, " The only way to say anything effectively now a daysisto say it in an
irritating way." The peace maker isout, for heisweak and ineffective. The man of the hour
isthe man who gets attention at any price, but thisis old stuff, and when he goes out of style
again it will be the peace maker who will still be called the son of God. He will belaboringto
undo the damage done by the war maker. Wherever thereisany form of conflict the peace
maker isthe most relevant person on the scene.

To say that the chur ch hasno place in therace conflict, war, politics, and strife of all
kinds, isto fly in the face of Christ who saysthe Christian who isin these spher es of life with
the right attitude with the peace maker is among the happiest persons on earth. You cannot
be a peace maker if you are not in the middle of strife, and happinessis being part of the
answer instead of part of the problem. Every conflict isan opportunity for the peace maker
to serve the cause of God in human history. All who labor to increase the positive
relationship of men to God, and to each other, are peace makers. The effective peace maker,
however, isdiplomatic and tactful.

For example, he listens to both sides of an issue. No one can be an effective peace maker



who does not under stand the positions of both partiesin conflict. Jesusisthe only mediator
between God and man because He is the only person in existence who under stands both God
and man, for Heisboth God and man. In theincarnation He infiltrated our ranks and lived
our life, and lear ned of all our needs and weaknessesfirst hand. You havetotry and see
from an opponents view point if you areto seek peace.

Augustine, the great Christian leader of the 4th century, said of his mother M onica, " She
showed herself such a peace maker, that hearing on both sides most bitter things, ....she
would disclose ought of the one with the other, but what might tend to their reconcilement."
Pascal, the great French philosopher and theologian said, " When we wish to correct with
advantage, and to show another that he errs, we must notice from what side he views the
matter, for on that side it is usually true, and admit that truth to him, but reveal the side on
which it isfalse. Heis satisfied with that, for he seesthat he was not mistaken, and that he
only failed to see all sides." That gem of wisdom will help you be a peace maker in many
situation, but it takes effort and much wor k, for being a peace maker is at least ashard as
being a war maker.

Alexander Maclaren, the famous Baptist expositor said, " Any fool can stick a lucifer
match into a hay stack and make a blaze. It iseasy to promote strife. Thereisa malicious
loveof it in usall, and ill-natured gossip hasa great deal to doin bringingit about. But it
takes something moreto put thefire out than it did to light it, and thereis no nobler office
for Christiansthan to seek to damp down all these devil'sflames of envy and jealousy and
mutual animosity."

Because peaceis harder to come by than war, the peace maker needs the wisdom to be
constantly open to new ideas. Jamesput it thisway in James 3:17-18. " But the wisdom from
aboveisfirst pureand then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits,
without uncertainty or insincerity. And the harvest of righteousnessis sown in peace by
those who make peace." Hehad incorporated most all of the beatitudes into a single por trait
of the peace maker. One of the things stressed that fits our subject of diplomacy is the fact
that heisopen to reason. He does not shut off new ideas. Lincoln was a gr eat leader
because he wasopen. He said, " The dogmas of the quiet past areinadequate to the stormy
present. The occasion is piled high with difficulty, and we must rise with the occasion. As
our caseisnew, so we must think anew and act anew." A person who thinkswhat was
effective once will always be effective will find himself failing to be effective. Effective men
ar e those most awar e of their own ineffectiveness, and need for constant opennessto new
truth.

Benjamin Franklin on M onday Sept. 17, 1787, at the Convention in which the
Constitution was to be adopted, rose and said, "M r. President, | confessthat thereare
sever al parts of this Constitution which | do not at present approve, but | am not surel shall
never approvethem: For havinglived long, | have experienced many instances of being
obliged by better information or fuller consideration, to change opinions even on important
subjects, which | once thought right, but found to be otherwise." It isattitudelikethisthat
make men great peace makers. We can thank God for the peace makers of the past who
have given usthe foundation we have as anation. Without their openness and diplomacy we
could have the same kind of chaosin government that existsin many parts of the world.



To maintain this foundation, and to build on it, however, thereis great need for every
Christian in Americato recognize their obligation to be a peace maker in all the ar eas of
strife that threaten to erode that foundation. The secret diplomatic weapon of those who
follow the Prince of Peace, and who seek to extend Hiskingdom and the peace of the cross, is
the weapon of loving your enemy. Only those who ar e awar e that it was while they were
enemies of God that Christ died for them can use this weapon effectively. They alone know
that no one can be as offensive to them as they wer e to God, and so they can, by the grace of
God, forgive even their enemy, and like Christ sacrifice for the sake of their enemy.

Theresult of thisdiplomatic maneuver of loving your enemy leadsto storieslike the one
told by Bishop L eslie Newbiggin in South India. In one of the villages the Christianswere
led by an extraordinary man carrying a stainless steel baton. At his sign with the baton they
knelt, and at another sign they rose. Hishamewas Sundaram. At the start of the Il World
War he was preaching the Gospel in Burma and was captured by the Japanese army. He was
taken to a guard-post where he wasthrown in a corner. A Japanese officer camein; went to
the table wher e his belongings lay, and picked up his Tamil Bible. Herecognized what it was
and held up his hand and traced on his palm the sign of the cr oss, and looked questioningly
at Sundaram. He knew no Japanese, but he knew the officer was asking if he was a Christian
and he nodded that he was. The officer walked acr oss the room and stood in front of him
and stretched hisarmsout in the form of thecross; then cut hisbands, gave histhings back,
and pointed to the door. Ashe went out the officer handed him as atoken his officer's staff.
That was the stainless steel baton with which Sundar am directed his congregation.

Here weretwo men who knew not aword of each otherslanguage; two men from nations
which wer e at war; two men between which their stretched a golf which was humanly
speaking beyond bridging, but Jesus bridged that golf, and he standsready to work through
all of usto bridge any and every golf that divides men through the peace of the cross. The
only basisfor harmony among nationsisthe peace of the cross. It isthe only basisfor peace
between races. It istheonly basison which all strife and hate can be eliminated and replaced
by love. If you have cometo the cross and have found peace with God through faith in Jesus
Christ, then you are the most responsible peoplein theworld for being peace makers. Itis
the happiest and most fruitful work in theworld. Pray that the Holy Spirit will keep you
constantly consciousthat it is your duty and privilege in thisworld of strifeto promote the
peace of the cross.

6. THE BURDEN OF THE CROSS Based on M att.
5:10-12



Flor ence Chadwick wasthe fir st woman ever to swim the difficult and cold 21 mile
stretch of water between Catalina Island and the California coast. She failed on her first
attempt because of poor vision. After 15 hoursand 55 minutes of numbing cold she asked to
be taken out of thewater. A heavy fog blanketed the area and obscured her vision of the
land only one mile away. She said, " If | could have seen the shore, | could have madeit."
She was defeated because she lost sight of her goal. The fog did not hinder her physically,
but psychologically it sapped her of her strength and courage to go on by robbing her of the
vision of her goal.

Jesus, the creator of the mind, is naturally the master psychologist. He knows how
important vision isto strength, courage, and happiness. He knew that the fog of persecution
that would settle down around His disciples would lead to doubt, confusion, and
discouragement. He knew that thesethings blind Christians and rob them of the vision of
their goal, and can defeat them, and cause them to lose the happiness of all the other
beatitudes. Therefore, in thislast beatitude Jesus provides Hisdisciples with a defensive
weapon to penetrate the fog of persecution. He promises great reward in heaven to those
who will presson in thedark, knowing the light is still shining beyond.

Joseph Conrad in Typhoon has the captain shout to Jakes the mate as great waves pound
the ship, " Don't you be put out by anything! Keep her facingit! Facingit, alwaysfacing
it-that's the way to get through-faceit! That'senough for any man. Keep a cool head and
faceit." Thisiswhat Jesusissayingto Hisdisciples. The storm of persecution iscoming. If
they try and turn back to escape it, they lose all. Their victory and happiness depends on
their keeping a cool head and facingit. It ishard to keep cool in the fires of affliction,
however. How many of uscould face thecruelty of Nero, who put Christian men and women
in sacks, covered them with oil, and set them up on polesin hisgarden; then lit them asliving
tor chesto light up hisgarden at night. Yet thisiswhat Jesus calls Hisdisciplesto face. This
isthe burden of the cross.

Lowell wrote, "By thelight of burning heretics Christ's bleeding feet | track. Toiling up
new Calvary's ever, with the cross that turns not back." Happinessis pressing on whatever
the cost with your eyes upon Him who borethe crossfor you. Jesus says, happy arethose
who take following me seriously enough to bear the burden of the cross. Take up the cross
and follow me Jesus said, and His demand is still the same today, and the promiseis still the
same, that those who suffer with Christ shall alsoreign with Him.

This beatitude must have been shocking to those who first heard it. They were expecting
honor and Jesus offersthem hostility. You would naturally think that the person who
developed all the qualities of char acter in these beatitudes would be loved by all. He would
be so pleasant and helpful in society that his friendship and presence would be tr easur ed, you
would think. One of the unfortunate paradoxes of life, however, isthe fact that the best
people ar e often the most despised. Jesus, who alone embodied all of these beatitudes
perfectly, was crucified. Excessive goodness provokes opposition because it makesthe
conscience of evil men burn with shame and guilt. Too much light clashes with darkness, and
holiness clashes with evil, and so the Christian isunder constant pressureto conform to the
world so as not to rock the boat, and stir up opposition. Thereisatendency to abuse the
former beatitude and be a peacemaker at any price, even the price of compromise and



silence. Everyone one of these beatitudes can be perverted.

Some of the other beatitudes have been difficult to grasp, but thislast oneisthe crowning
paradox of them all. It isequivalent to Jesus saying Hisburden islight. How can aburden
belight? Ifitislightitisnot aburdenisit? Yet Jesuscallsustotake up the burden of the
crosswhich isavery costly act, yet one which leadsto
much joy and happiness. What could be mor e paradoxical-a crushing burden that liftsyou
tothe skies. Being exceedingly glad when you are hated and despised. Jesus knew thiswas a
har d statement to believe and understand. That iswhy He statesit twice. It isso incredible.
All other beatitudes arein one ver se each, but thisone takesthree versesto state. It isboth
the hardest to grasp, and the one offering the fullest reward for time and eternity.

It ishard to grasp because it contr adicts our feelings and thinking. We feel that as
Christiansin America we are mor e blessed than any Christians ever, becausewelivein a
toler ant society wher e we are free to wor ship aswe please without penalty or interference.
We feel so sorry for those Christiansin Russiaand China who haveto suffer so severely for
their faith, and we pray for them to be able to have the blessings we have. Yet, thisbeatitude
would lead to usto believe they are the blessed ones. They arethe gloriously happy
Christians, and it iswe who have the crumbs of blessedness. Thisisvery hard to believe, and
certainly ther e must be some mistake we feel.

Yet if welook at the other side of the coin that L uke gives us, it pointsto the same
conclusion. In Luke 6:26 Jesus says, "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for so
their fathersdid to the false prophets.” If everyonelike us and praises us as such wonder ful
people, it may bebecause we never disturbed them, but only tickle their earsand make them
feel comfortablein their sins, like the false prophets. But if we are attacked and slandered,
we show our selves loyal to Christ. Yet, Paul sayswe areto live peaceably with all men as
much aslieswithin us.

Let'sbe honest and admit that thisis confusing. Sometimes| think we feel we would be
better off if Jesus had never explained to us how to be happy. We feel like the students who
teacher said she was going to give them an epitome of the life of Paul. She said, " You may
not know what an epitomeis. Itisinitssignification synonymous with synopsis." The
explanation is harder to grasp than the original difficulty. So happinessishard to
under stand, and howto gain it isa problem, but after Jesusexplains howto do it, it seems
har der to grasp than ever. Thisisbecause some truths are not a matter of logic, but of life.
Y ou cannot analyze this beatitude and demonstrate the truth of it on paper. It can only be
proven in life and experience. It calls for the courageto step out and take arisk for Christ.
Aslong aswe play it safe and sit in silence so we don't rock the boat, we can never know the
joy of bearing the burden of the cross. We must speak out against the sin and injusticein
our society. We need torenounce sin in ourselves, and denounceit in others, and take the
consequences.

A football refer ee was once asked about a certain player in the game he had refereed. " |
can only say this, | never haveto pull him out from the bottom of a scrimmage. | often have
found him on top of a pile of players, where he had jumped after the man with the ball had
been stopped by another player. He never wasthe first to make thetackle." So many of us



arelikethisin the game of life. Wejump on the band wagon if someone else takes a stand
and bearsthe burden of the impact, but we are never thefirst to makethetackle. The result
iswe miss much of thejoy, excitement, and adventur e of bearing the cross. Lest wejump to
the false conclusion that we are to find happinessin going out and starting trouble, let us
look at two important points of this beatitude. First-

I. THE REQUIREM ENT.

In both verse 9 and 10 Jesus qualifies His statement by saying that per secution must be
for righteousness sake, and for His sake, and the evil slander must be false. I n other words,
any suffering that you must endur e because you are a trouble maker, or because you rub
people the wrong way by your obnoxious attitude and actions, does not increase your
happiness. The people of God through the centuries suffered much opposition and
persecution, not because of their righteousness, but because of their lack of it. Sometimes
persecution isthejudgment of God on His peoplefor their sin and indifference.

It isfalseto assumethat persecution isablessing in itself, or proof of one's righteousness.
M any of the false cults faced the same persecution in Rome, asdid the Christians. Jesusis
saying that only those who meet the requirement can reap the benefits of this beatitude. The
suffering must be because the per secutor hatesthe righteousness of the per secuted, and is
opposed to Jesus Christ. The accusation must be false. For example, intheearly church
Christians wer e charged with cannibalism because of the words said at communion about
eating of the body and drinking the blood of Christ. They were charged with immorality
because they called their meal together alove feast. Thiswasinterpreted to mean a sex orgy,
and Christianswere linked with theimmoral cults. Their practice of giving a kiss of peace
did not help clarify things at all, and so all manner of evil was spoken against them, but
falsely in ignorance, or malicious hatred, and, therefore, they wer e blessed.

Peter warns Christians not to suffer as busybodies or thieves etc. The Christian hasto be
very narrow in what he calls per secution for the sake of Christ. So much of the opposition
Christiansface is because of their zeal for some non-essential idea, or man made system of
theology. They often haveto endur e much pain and abuse from other Christians, aswell as
from theworld. Thetragedy of it isthat it isall in vain, and does not qualify them for the
reward that Jesus speaks of here. Oneisnot suffering for Christ because he standsfor a
position which many other sin the body of Christ oppose. M uch suffering and persecution is
for the sake of self and pride, not for the sake of Christ. Someone said,

He who crowns himself isnot the more
Royal, or he who mar s himself with stripes
The more partaker of the cross of Christ.

The blessedness that comesto the per secuted is a very specialized suffering. Weneed to
examine our selvesif we do suffer, and make sureit is because of righteousness; that
is-because we ar e Christlike. Because therequirement is so harrow, there ar e few who reach
the heights of happiness connected with this beatitude. Narrow isthe way and few there be
who find it. Next we see-



II. THE RESPONSE.

Jesus does not say if you are persecuted, reviled, and slandered, you should grin and bear
it. That iswhat we call common sense, but Jesus does not give us any of thecommon sense,
but he gives us the very uncommon advice to rejoice and be glad. Certainly Jesus did not
expect Christiansto respond to persecution like mad men. But then, who but a mad man can
rejoice and be glad when he ishated and opposed.

Thisiscontrary to our very nature. Weloveto beloved, approved, and accepted. Nothing
hurtswor se than to be falsely slandered, and to berejected for our very goodness. Yet Jesus
saysthisisto beour response. Isit possible? We don't haveto speculate. History is full of
testimonies concer ning the joy of bearing the bur den of the cross.

InActs5:41 weread that after Peter and John were beaten: " Then they left the presence
of the council, rejoicing that they wer e counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name."
Paul and Silas sang songs at midnight whilein prison. Thousands of Christians have goneto
their death singing praisesto God. Therecordsare full of men and women experiencing the
paradox of joy in suffering. John Chrysostom, the great preacher in the early church, said,
"Were any to ask whether he should place me on high with the angels, or with St. Paul in his
bonds? | would choose the prison....I count not St. Paul so happy because he was caught up
into paradise, as because he was cast into the dungeon."

Listen to the testimony of a 20th century Paul of India-Sadhu Sundar Singh. Hewas a
man who suffered constantly for Christ, and yet had the happiest life conceivable. Helived
in amiracleworld, because the Christ of mir acles was ever pr esent with him in power. He
writes of hisgoing into forbidden territory to preach.

"1 often remember that day when, for preaching the Gospel in Tibet, | wasthrown into a
deep well. For threedays| wasin that well, without food or water. The door was locked and
it was quitedark. There was nothing but dead bodiesand bonesin that well. It waslike hell.
There | wastempted, 'Isyour Christ going to save you, how you have been put in this
prison?' But| remember awonderful peace and joy came to mein those hours of
persecution, when my arm was broken, and there was such abad smell. That hell seemed
heaven. | felt the presence of the Living Christ." He goeson to say hisarm was healed by a
touch, and the door was opened and he escaped. He spent hislife bearing the cross and said,
"| can say this much from my personal experience, that the cr osslifts those who lift it."

To grasp the happiness that can be oursin bearing the cross, we must see Jesus as a
double Savior. He saved usfrom our sinson the cross, but He will also save us from the
consequences of sin in the future, and often in the present aswell. We need to look back to
the cross and His salvation ther e to gain the courage we need to bear the cross, but we need
to look ahead to the victory and reward of the future to sustain us when the going getstough.
There have been some great cases of double salvation in history. Let me share with you one
of the most amazing.

A wealthy family in England went for a holiday in the country, and went for aswimin a
pool. One of the boys stayed behind when the othersleft. He got into serioustrouble and
began to drown. Fortunately the son of the gardener heard the criesfor help and cameto
therescue. Hejumped in and pulled the boy to safety. The parentswer e so grateful they



asked the gardener what they could do for the youthful hero. He explained that his son
wanted to go to college to become a doctor. The wealthy family gladly paid hisway, and that
boy went on to become the famous Dr. Fleming who developed penicillin. When Winston
Churchill was stricken with pneumonia, Dr. Fleming was called to treat him, and by means of
penicillin wasableto save hislife again. What do | mean by again? Churchill wasthe boy
that Fleming pulled from the water. He saved him as aboy, and he saved him again as a
man.

Jesusis also adual-Savior. Thesalvation He purchased for uson the cross doesnot save
usfrom life'strialsand persecution. Often Christians must suffer just because they trust in
the cross and the Christ of the cross. Thisisthe burden of the cross, but Jesus will save us
from this also, and the reward will be so great for those who ar e faithful under the burden of
the cross. Happinessin not found in what you have, but in what you hopefor. Itisthe
expectation of receiving God'sbest that gives life meaning when cir cumstances are far from
happy. Beingloyal to Christ when it doesnot pay isthereal test. Many of ushave never yet
been put to thistest. We need to ask our selveshonestly: IsChrist so preciousto me | would
stand loyal against an opposing society?

Samuel Shoemaker, touring Westminister Abbey years ago, heard another tourist say to
the guide, " Thisplace thrillsme." The old guard said, " Yes madam, but you can't thrill for
30 years." We can sympathize with the guard, for we know it istrue that the thrill of life's
wonders do wear thin. However, Dr. Shoemaker met another guide on histrip in one of the
great Cathedrals. He stood in awe at the splendor of the sun's rays coming through the
mar velous stained glass windows, and he knew it was possible to keep the thrills of life alive.
You must keep your eyesfixed on Jesus, and your mind filled with the promise of his
reward, however, to do so. Take your eyes off Him, and, like Peter, you begin to sink in the
stormy seas of life'stroubles. If you expect to stay on top and be happy you must keep your
eye on Him in all circumstances.

William H. Sheldon said, "Happiness is essentially a state of going somewhere,
wholeheartedly, one-dir ectionally, without regret or reservation." How many timeshave
you said, " I'll be happy if only | had mor e of this, or lived there, or had that job,
or better health, etc." All of us can think of changesfor the better that would make us
happy, but who would ever think of saying, " | would be happier if | could suffer this, be
hated for that, reviled and despised for my faith." Anyonetalking that way would be quickly
labeled sick, and they would be shunned rather that persecuted. Obviously Jesus is not
picturing theideal life here. He issimply facing thereality He knows will be a part of
history, and He is offering His follower s a special bonusif they will bear the burden of the
cross, no matter how heavy it gets. Wearenot tolook for persecution, or promoteit, but
rather, avoid it, but if it comeswear eto beready to pay theprice.

We can't look at the many testimonies of others, but the ones we have looked at are
sufficient to show that this paradoxical beatitude can berealized in life, and the cross can be
borneinjoy. Itisaburden thatislight, asJesussaid. Asweremember again the cross
Jesus bore for our sin, let usrenew our commitment to Him, and pray for the cour age to
stand and speak out for Him whatever the cost. Let uspray for the courage to take up the
bur den of the cr oss.



7. CHRISTMASAND THE CROSS based on Hebrews
12:1-2

Dr. Samuel Upham, a theological professor and a man of great learning, was dying. The
family was gathered around his bed and someone said | believe heis already dead. Someone
else said hisfeet are still warm and nobody ever dieswith warm feet. Dr. Upham opened one
eye and said, " Joan of Arcdid." Thesewer e hislast wordsand hedied with a smile on his
face.

Some may feel it isnot appropriate to crack a joke on your death bed, but thereare
otherswho consider it agreat virtueto be merry in the midst of misery. When the I sr aeli
bombswerelandingin Arab territory, a man and hiswife were fleeing their home. The wife
said in frustration, "I can't find my dentures." The husband replied, " What do you think
they are dropping-sandwiches?"

It ispossible to have a sense of humor and aglad spirit even in the wor st of times. Those
who do, tend to be healthier than those who do not. Being M erry isa potent medicine that
drives off diseases of both body and mind. Proverbs17:22 says, " A cheerful heart isa good
medicine, but a downcast spirit dries up the bones."

Since medicineis something you only take when you have a problem, being joyful and
merry goes hand in hand with the fact that life is filled with trials and troubles. In other
words, being joyful isnot the same as being blind to ther eality of evil and sorrow. Itis
possibleto look forward to amerry Christmasin full awar eness that we livein aworld of
misery. Just asthereis nothing inconsistent with taking medicine to feel better in aworld of
sickness, so there isnothing inconsistent with a merry spirit in aworld of misery.

L aughter isa good lubrication that keepsthe body, mind, and spirit going for many more
miles. In laughter thereislife. The Jewshad asaying, " The gladness of the heart isthelife
of man, and the joyfulness of a man prolongeth hislife." Itisthis philosophy that has caused
the suffering Jewsto produce the greatest comedians. No race can match the Jewsfor great
comics and producer s of laughter. For the Jews, it isareligiousduty to be cheer ful.

In spite of the severity of the Old Testament law, and the punishmentsit demanded, the
fact is, Judaism isareligion of joy. The Jewish year was full of great feasts and festivals, and
times of national rejoicing. God wanted His peopleto be joyful people. God'sidea of agood
time isnot a group of people who sit with sour faces dwelling on the sin, folly, and tragic evils
of life. We sometimes get theidea that God delightsin the sober, somber, and solemn fast
more than in thefestivities, food, and fun of the feasts. Thereisatimefor both, but when it
istime for the joy of feasting, God wantsno wet blanketson the flame. In Neh. 8:9-10,
Nehemiah saysto the peopleof Israel,” Thisday isholy tothe Lord your God: do not mourn
or weep....Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portionsto him to whom
nothingis prepared: for thisday isholy tothe Lord, and do not be grieved, for thejoy of the
Lordisyour strength." |f God wanted His peopleto be joyful under the law, how much
mor eisthisthe case for those under the new covenant, who have received His best, the gift



of His Son?

The Christmas message is a message about light in darkness. In Christ's coming the light
invades the darkness, and the darkness could not overcome it, even though it tried. The
Christmasstory is one of joyful angels with a message of joyful newsto the shepherds, who
joyfully responded by going to Bethlehem to seethe Christ-child, and to go away rejoicing.
But we cannot forget, it isalso the story of the hatred of Herod, the lying, the deception, and
finally the slaying of babies of Bethlehem that left many in tears. Thefirst Christmas
representsall Christmases-it was merry and it was misery combined.

Jesus experienced this par adox of the merry and the misery in all the major phasesof His
life from thecrib to the cross. We have seen the merry and the misery in Hisbirth. In Heb.
12:2 we see them both again in Hisdeath. "Who for the joy that was set before Him endured
the cr oss, scor ning the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God." Joy was
motivating Jesuseven asHe died on the cross. You would think the paradox would be over
when He ascended to theright hand of God, but Hebrews saysthe conflict continues. Jesus
even now istouched with our weaknesses and feelsthe suffering of His body-the church.

What this means for usin practical everyday living, and especially in these days before
Christmas, isthat we need to learn to accept both the merry and the misery in such a way
that the misery does not eliminate the merry. In other words, even though life and
circumstances ar e far from what they ought to be, every Christian should have a merry
Christmas.

Christmas does not stop sin, war, crime, famine, murder, accidents, and sickness, but the
joy of Christmasisajoy that rises above all these things. Ther eisno tragedy so dark it can
blot out thelight that came intotheworld at Christmas. Christmasjoy isjoy in spite of all
evil because one greater than all evil hascomeinto the world to save us from all evil.

Jesus could have joy even as He endured the cross because H e could see beyond the cross
to Hisvictory over death. Jesus abolished death, yet it isstill around to cloud our joy.
M odern technology has abolished distance. This does not mean thedistanceis no longer
there. Itisstill just asfar from hereto Washington D. C. as it wasin thedaysof Lincoln.
But now distance does not mean what it meant then. Distance can no longer function asit
did to keep information and eventsisolated and very slowly communicated. Now it does not
make any difference if you live onemilefrom the White House or 2000 miles. You can have
the same information at the same time by means of television. Television has abolished
distance even though it is still there.

So Jesus abolished death even though it is still there. 1t nolonger means what it useto
mean. It nolonger meansan entranceinto darkness and a state of unconsciousness, but now
it means an entrance into light and the conscious presence of God. Jesus brought life and
immor tality to light, and the result isnone of life's miseries mean what they use to mean.
None of them can rob us of a merry Christmas if we keep our thinking balanced.

Bewar e lest you become a chronic Christmas complainer about the hustle and bustle, the
rush and thecrush,thehurry and the scurry of Christmas preparation. You can get so fed



up with the materialism and commer cialism of it all that you lose your appetite for the things
of God. Thefact is, a Christian has no business expecting the world to act like Christians.
But God doesexpect Christiansto act like Christians. Itisfollyto get so upset by the folly of
the world that you do not enjoy the things of Christ. |f you find your self mor e concer ned
about griping at the abuses, than about anticipating the uses of this season of joy, it istimeto
get your priorities straightened out. Thereisno better placefor thisthan at the cross.

Thecrossisour perpetual reminder of the high cost of a merry Christmas. Without the
crossthebirth of Jesus would never be celebrated. Hisbirth isonly famous because of what
He did onthe cross. Thecross, therefore, isto provide for ussome perpetual guidelines for
the celebrating of Christmas. It reminds usthat joy is costly. Jesusendured the crossfor
thejoy that wasbefore Him. The joy wasworth the price of what He suffered. It wasworth
the misery for the sake of the merry. Applying thisto our livesin these days before
Christmas, it meansthereisa priceto be paid for amerry Christmas. Have you ever been
to an enjoyable party that did not cost in termsof time, effort, and resources. Itisalot of
work and a labor of love to put forth the effort to prepare for othersto have an enjoyable
time. Jesus paid the price for our merry forever, but we need to pay a price also to have a
merry Christmas. There is always some of the crossinvolved in the positive and blessed
things of life.

There are two ways of being merry and entering into a season of parties and festivities.
The Prodigal Son experienced both. The first was the kind of partieshe experienced when
he spent all his money on wine, women, and song. Thereisno doubt that he had a great time,
and hislife was full of fun and laughter. But it was all on the surface, and it did not last,
because it wasthe joy of pleasuresand possessionsonly, and not the joy of relationships. He
ended up with nobody but the pigs.

The second kind of party he experienced was when he returned home and his father called
for new clothes, a feast, music, and dancing to celebrate hishomecoming. Thisjoy lasted and
was a deeper joy because it was based on arelationship of love.

The merriest Christmaswill be experienced by those who are motivated to build their joy
on relationships. That was the sour ce of the joy of Jesuson thecross. Hisbody, the church,
could only exist by His going to the cross. All theredeemed enjoying an everlasting love
relationship to Him, and each other, was only possible because of the cr oss.

Let it be said of uswhen this Christmasisover, who for thejoy that was set before us,
endured the costly gifts, the hectic schedule, the time consuming preparation, and ar e now
seated with Christ in heavenly places enjoying the relationship to Him and His body.

In the novel, Bread and Wine, by Ignazio Silone Pietro, arevolutionary haslost his best
friend. M any are gathered at the home of thefriend to mourn hisloss. The father stood at
the head of the table and gave out food and drink to all who came. He said, " It was my son
who helped sow the seed from which this bread was made. It was my son who helped harvest
the grapes that wer e used to make thewine." What hewas saying was, the food they enjoyed
was a gift from their friend. It washislabor that led to their joy.



The bread and wine of the communion service areremindersthat it wasthe labor of
Christ on the crossthat led to our having the right to enjoy the pleasur es of time and
eternity, and to enjoy amerry Christmas. A merry Christmasis Christ'sgift to us from
both the crib and the cross.

8. CHRISTMASAND THE CROSS Based on Gal. 4:1f

One of the great turning point daysin the history of the Western world was June 18, 1815.
Napoleon and Wellington faced each other on the battlefield for the first and last time. The
history of Europe, and possibility the whole world, hung in the balance. The weight began to
shift in Napoleon's favor as many of Wellington's European troops deser ted before the
har dest fighting began. Towar d the close of the day Wellington was seriously outnumber ed.
He looked at hiswatch and muttered, " Would to God that night or Bleucher would come."
To hisdelight Bleucher did arrive with histroops, and his coming through the balancein
Wellington's favor, and Napoleon was defeated. Historiansever since have speculated on
what would have happened if Bleucher had not come.

This same speculation surrounds the coming of Jesusinto the battlefield of history.
What if He had never come? It would mean that we would live in a world with no Christmas,
no cross, and no resurrection. It would be aworld with no Savior. It would still be a
pre-Christmas world if Jesus had not come. That was not a hopeless wor Id, for people still
had God's promise, but it was a dark world with no symbol of ultimate victory. We havethis
symbol and assurance of victory because we live in a post-Christmasworld. Welivein a
world with acrossand a Savior. Without Christmas there would be no cross, for Jesus had
to be born before He could die. It isbecause of Christmasthat we havethe crossand all that
it means.

Asbirth precedes death, so Christmas must precede the cr oss and be the basis for it.
One of the greatest giftsthat comesto usfrom Christmasisthe cross, and all of its benefits
for timeand eternity. ChristmasmarksHiscoming, and thecrossmarksHisconquering.
Thetwo are so linked together that | will not be surprised if we learn in heaven that the
timbersfor the cross came from the very barn or cave where Jesuswasborn. The two
timbersthat formed the cross ar e themselves symbolic of these two great eventsin God's
plan. Thelongtimber plunged into the earth, yet pointing to heaven, representsthe
incarnation of the Son of God plunging from heaven'sglory into earth's gloom to dwell with
man. Thecross bar pointing in both directionsr epresents the death of Jesus for the sins for
thewhole world. Thebirth and death; Christmasand the cross are aslinked together asthe
two timber s that formed the cross. Both of these eternal eventsthat transpired in timeare
needed to fulfill each other.



Christmas without the cross would not exist, for the birth of Jesus would not likely ever
be thought of had He not died for thesin of theworld. Thecross, on the other hand, would
just be another case of capital punishment had the one who died there not been the virgin
born Son of God. Christmasand the crossneed each other. Thecrossisthe final proof of
the reality of the incarnation. God really did become a man, and not just afake or phantom
man. He came all the way into manhood, even to the point where He could die. Only the
creaturedies and not the Creator, but the cross reveals that the Creator really did become a
creature and experience death. Thecross confirmsthe message of Christmasthat God
really did become a man. In doing so He becamethe hero that arrived on the battlefield just
in time to save man and establish a kingdom of liberty that will have no end. Paul in Gal. 4
revealssome of the basic strategy that links Christmasand the crossin His plan of
redemption, and makes them both days of victory. Thefirst thing we seeis-

I.THETIMINGOFHISCOMING. v.4

In the fullness of time God sent forth His Son. When thetimewasripe and just right
God started thefirst Christmas. Jesus learned well from Hisfather, for His strategy wasthe
same with the cross. He could have let Himself be crucified at any time, but He kept saying
Histime was not yet come. Only when He could say that Histime had come did He permit
the crucifixion to take place. Christmasand the cross have thisin common: They both took
place at just theright time because timing isthe key to victory. Almost everything you seeto
convey the joy of victory over evil follows this pattern of right timing.

1. Thecavalry comesjust in time to save the wagon train or besieged fort.
2. Theheroarrived just intimeto savethe damsel in distress.
3. Reinforcementscomejust in timeto drive back and defeat the enemy.
4. It isalwaysjust in timethat the good guy foilsthe bad guys fool proof plan.

Almost all of the victories of good over evil have to do with timing. God's providence in
history isa matter of timing. Mrs. Willard Lovell of Berkeley, Califor nia accidentally locked
herself out of her house, and she was very frustrated wondering how she could get in without
breaking a window. Just then the mailman camewith aletter for her. It wasfrom her
brother in Seattle who had stayed with her the previousweek. In theletter he wasreturning
the spar e key she had let him use while staying there. In the fullness of time God sent what
she needed.

Corrie Ten Boom in The Hiding Place tells of the night she was awakened by the
German bombers. She heard her sister Betsie down in the kitchen. She got up and went
down to have acup of teawith her. They visited as they heard explosionsnear by, and when
it finally became quiet they retur ned back to their bedroom. Corrie went to pat her pillow
and let out a scream. Something shape had cut her hand. Betsie came running and they took
her back to the kitchen to bandage her hand. They also took the large ten-inch piece of
jagged shrapnel from her pillow. Had Corrie not been awakened when she was, and had she
not hear d her sister and gone downstairs, the wor Id would never had heard of her, and it
would have lost one of its greatest female saints. At just theright time God came into her
life.



Christmas and the crossrepresent the precise planning of God. He never jumpsthe
gun, or goes off half-cocked aswe do. We so often wish we could speed God up and get Him
to do things according to our schedule, but God hasthe patience to wait and go into action
just at theright time. M artin Luther once said what many of ushave often felt: "If | were
God, and thewor|d had treated me as it hastreated Him, | would have kicked the wretched
thing to pieceslong ago." Instead, after centuries of abuse and r ejection, in the fullness of
time God sent forth His Son and gave us Christmas. After alife of abuse and rejection Jesus
at theright timelaid down Hislife and gave usthe cross. Christmas and the cr oss wer e both
planned in eter nity, but happened just when they did in time for the best impact on all of
history. Theworld into which Jesus came was a wor |d united as never before. The world
had one language, which was Gr eek, and that iswhy the New Testament iswritten in Greek
toreach thewholeworld. The world was under one gover nment, which was Rome. The
result was a world wheretravel was easier and safer than ever before. The Gospel could be
carried to all nationswher e the Jews wer e scattered, and wher e they had established
synagogues. It wasjust the right and best timefor Christmas and the cross.

II. THE TAILORING OF HISCAMPAIGN. v. 4

Jesus not only came at the right time, but He came with a tailor made campaign; one
that just fit the situation. He came born of a woman under the law. Christmaswas custom
made to fit man'ssituation in bondageto thelaw. The crosswas also custom made to fit
man's situation as a lost sinner with no sacrifice able to atone for hissin. Christmas and the
cross aretailor made to meet the specific needs of man. In both cases God uses the element
of surprise. Hegivesus Christmasthrough a helpless baby, and He gives usthe cross
through a helpless condemned man. These ar e the two roles Jesus playsin these two maj or
events of history. Nobody could ever dream that God would accomplish Hisplan of
salvation for man with such unconventional weapons. Earthquakes, tornados, fire and
brimstone we would expect, but never a baby and a cross.

It isa good thing God does not haveto get His plan confirmed by the Pentagon or any
other body, for nobody would have considered it awisestrategy. Itisalright to send spies
out to infiltrate the ranks of the enemy, but it istoo radical a risk to send the commander of
the army to do so. But that wasthe strategy of God'scampaign to infiltrate the ranks of
man. Hesent His Son to bereduced to thelevel of the weakness of a baby and actually
become a man. To win the battle with the forces that held man in bondage God had to
provide a sacrificeto atone for man'ssin. It wasthe only way man could be set free and
restored to thefamily of God. Only a man could offer the needed sacrifice, and so the only
hope for man was a per fect man.

Had Jesusjust dropped out of heaven as a full-grown man, He would not have been a
real man. To be an authentic man in the same condition asthe men He came to save He had
to be born of awoman under the law. He had to come all the way into manhood. He could
not just get His feet wet and take on the form of a man asHe did in the Old Testament, and
as angels have donein both Testaments. He had to be areal man so that He could
experience the two univer sals of birth and death. Christmasand thecross are linked
together because Jesuswas born to die. Christmasistailor madeto produce a man fit to
accomplish what was needed on the cross. At just theright time-Christmas; just the right



person-the Christ child; just theright purpose-the cross. John R. Rice put it,

Jesus, baby Jesus, ther €'s a cr oss along the way,

Born to diefor sinners, born for crucifixion day.
Christmaswasthe launching of His campaign that would march Him to the cross with the
assurance that Hewould be an adequate sacrifice for man's redemption.

Christmas and the cross identify Jesus with the masses of mankind who sense their need
of a Savior. He could have been born in a palace and died in a golden bed, but such a plan
would be tailor made only for royalty, and thiswas not God's plan, for a whole world of
common lost sinners needed a redeemer. The campaign of Jesusisdesigned to motivate the
masses of the oppressed to join Hisarmy and livein liberty and love. Christmasand the
cross both carry the message of freedom from bondage, darkness and sin. Christmas and
the cross are what they are because they are tailored madeto fit the needs of mankind as a
whole.

1. THE TRANSFERRING OF HISCONQUEST v.5

Not everything in the moviesis consistent with biblical principles, but quit often we see
the battle of good against evil. Those with contempt for man are confr onted by those with
respect for man. Inthe vast majority of casesthe good guys win, and it is for the benefit, not
just of themselves, but for many others. What Jesus accomplished was not just for Him self.
Heisalready the eter nal Son of God and the commander of the host of heaven. He cannot
get a promotion and rise any higher. Hiswhole campaign has nothing to do with self-glory.
He cameto conquer evil in order to transfer the blessings of His conquest to those who wer e
victims of evil.

Scripture says, " To as many asreceived Him to them He gave theright to become
children of God." Jesusisthe only begotten Son of God, but Hetransfer sto ustheright to
be God's sons. Females are included as God's sonsjust asmales are included in the bride of
Christ. To beason meansthat you are nolonger a savein God's house, but you ar e part of
the family of God. Thisisthe great gift God gives to usthrough the combined conquest of
Christmas and the cross. They both convey the common message that God cared enough to
givethevery best. May God grant usthewisdom to get in on God'svery best by receiving

the Son and the salvation which He gave us on Christmas and at the cr oss.

9. REMEMBER THE CROSSBased on | Cor. 11:23-26



A couple of bank robber s hit a small country bank one lazy afternoon when the staff was
small. They herded everyoneinto thevault at gunpoint. Then they gagged theteller and
bound him hand and foot. They began to stuff the money into bags when they noticed the
teller squirming and trying to talk to them. After finishing their task one of therobbers
leaned over and pulled the gag off to the side. “Givemea break,” he pleaded, “ And take
these books along with you. | am about three thousand dollarsshort.” Here wasaguy who
saw a chance to solve a major problem and get some good out of evil. The good in this case
would be so that crime would pay for him.

Theleader s of I srael wer e not in that same boat, but one that was quite similar in their
dealings with Jesus. They did not like the idea of killing anyone, but Jesus was a thorny
problem, and the best solution they could come up with wasthe cross. Eliminate the
problem by getting rid of Jesus. Theteller wanted to get rid of the books, and the leader s
wanted to get rid of Jesus. In both casesthese radical removals would solve their problems
and set them fr ee.

The marvel of it all isthat thereevil schemesactually worked better than they could ever
have imagined, for the crucifixion of Jesus not only solved a problem for them, it solved the
major problem of all men for all time. It wasthe problem of sin, and of how a fallen sinful
creature can be reconciled to a holy and righteous God. The crossisthe greatest example in
history of how God in Hiswisdom can use even the evil plots of men to accomplish His
glorious plan for men.

Jesus said, “ Remember me,” and we are to remember the crossfor the same reason.
The battle criesof our national history have been, “Remember the Alamo,” and “Remember
Pearl Harbor.” Why in the world should we remember great defeats? It isbecause, likethe
cross, they become great defeats out of which came greater victories. Paul says herein verse
26, “For asoften asyou eat thisbread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till
Hecomes.” Partaking of communion isaform of preaching. Itisour action sermon. Itis
visible rather then verbal. It isdirected tothe eyerather thantheear. Augustine and
Calvin, and many others have called the communion service the Word made visible.

We portray the Gospel in action rather than by words. Paul saysitisby eating and
drinking that we proclaim the Lord’sdeath. The very acts of taking the bread and the cup
and consuming these elementsis a presentation of the good news of salvation. By so doing
we illustr ate how the death of Jesus makes a differencein our lives. What He did two
thousand year s ago has an impact on our lives now because we take the living Christ into our
lives. Eating and drinking illustrate this, for by eating and drinking we take into our bodies
that which becomes a part of us. So when we open our hearts and receive Jesusinto our
lives, He comesin and becomes a part of us.

What we do in communion correspondsto what happensin the realm of the Spirit, and
it isaparallel with baptism. In baptism we also portray in a visible drama what isinvisibleto
the eye. By going under the water we show the death and burial of Christ, and by coming
back up we show forth theresurrection. Both of theordinancesthat Jesus left to the church



are visible pr esentations of the Gospel, which every Christian isto act out, and by their
action bear witnessto Christ and His power.

These symbolic acts only have power because they point to theliving Christ whois
present in power, and who can and does forgive sin, cleanse us an guide us to victory over
evil. A symbol isonly as powerful aswhat it symbolizes. Once when William M acK inley was
running for President of the United States he wastraveling by train through the Midwest. A
small town in Illinois wanted him to stop there. Word was sent that the schedulewastoo
tight, and the train could not stop. The people of the town were not to be denied, however.
They knew the power of symbols, and so they stretched a large American flag across the
track and dared thetraintorun over it. It would have been easy to do so, but the flag
represented the nation, and so out of respect for that symbol the train was stopped and
M acK inley gave a speech.

The symbols of communion are nothing in themselves, and they have no power
anymor e than a piece of cloth has power to stop atrain. But because they represent the body
and the blood of Jesus they have power in the lives of those who trust in the body and blood
of Jesusfor their salvation. The power of these symbolic elementsisableto bring good out
of evil in at least two ways. First of all by preaching the Lord’sdeath by these acts we
remember that they cause of Hisdeath was our own sin. But we also remember that the cure
for our sin was His death. The forcesof good and evil meet at the cross, and good comes
forth victorious, and the result wer e those who partake of these elements with faith is -

I. THEJOY OF RENEWAL.

We only need to be baptized once, for that issymbolic of our once for all trust in the
death and resurrection of Christ for our salvation. But we partake of communion over and
over for alifetime. We do not need to be saved over and over, but because we are still in the
flesh and still sinner s we need renewal over and over again. When Jesus said to do thisin
remembrance of Him He did not mean to imply that Christians could forget Him. The
problem isthat we forget Him in the sense of failing to practice His presence and allow His
spirit to dominate us. Christianscan get so far removed from Jesus that nobody would ever
guessthey are Christians. They forget what aChristian isto be and do, and they live on the
level of the world. We all do thisto some degree, and that iswhy all of usneed to keep
coming back to the communion table where we get our focus on the Lord again asthe center
of our lives.

We proclaim the death of Christ and itsvictory over sin by confessing our own sin and
receiving Hisforgiveness. By this wedemonstratethe power of the Gospel to changelives.
We submit to the Christ of the cross and let Him change our lives as we partake of the
elements. It isthe Gospel in action, for we are to be experiencing the joy of renewal, and the
joy of seeing our sin forgiven. Communion isan illustration of how action can determine
feelings. If you want to feel right, you must act right. Often people wait until they feel to act.
It should be the other way around, for feelings follow actions.

The great mindsin human psychology, such as William James, have long established
thistruth. If you feel depressed, act cheerful and your actions can change how you feel. If



you are one who never does anything because you don’t feel likeit, go ahead and do it
anyway, for your doing will change your feeling. We have all had the experience wher e we
didn’t feel like going somewher e, but wefinally got dragged into it. Before theevening is
over we are delighted that we went because it was so enjoyable. It wasthe doing that made
the feelings change. Had you stayed home with your feelingsyour lack of action would have
let your feelingsrun your life, and they would have stayed negative. Do you want to feel
good? Do you want to feel brave? Do you want to feel well liked? Theway to achieve all of
these feelings is to act good, act brave, and act friendly. When you partake of communion
you need to act asif your sins are being forgiven and cleansed by the blood of Christ. And
this can lead you to feel forgiven.

Jesus died that we might live a life of overcoming evil. The poet George Elliot went
beyond the plan of Christ when he wrote,

The saints wer e cowar dswho stood by to see

Christ crucified. They should have thrown themselves
Upon the Roman spearsand died in vain

The greatest death, to diein vain for love.

That isnot the ideal of Jesus, and that iswhy He stopped Peter in the garden. Peter would
have said amen to the poet’s view as he whipped out hissword and chopped off the ear of

M alchus. Hewas ready to diein vain, but Jesus commanded him to put his sword away, and
He healed the ear. Jesuswanted Hisfollowersto live and build their lives on His death.

Jesus does not want us to die for Him, but to live for Him. Hewantsustofind in His
death the source of life for restoration from sin to fellowship with God. He wants usto find
renewal from coldness and indifference to zeal in His service. Communion isdesigned to be
atime wher e we seek renewal by confusion. We areto talk to Jesusand tell Him where we
are, and why it is so far from we ought to be. Confessyour sin and claim His promise of
cleansing. He gives His word that if we confess He will forgive.

Jesus declares me clean,

Then cleanindeed | am,
However guilty | have been,
I'm cleansed through the Lamb.

Hislips can never lie,
Hiseyeisnever blind,
If He acquit, | can defy
All hell afault to find.

1. THEJOY OF REFRESHM ENT.

There are two things that are most refreshing in life, and they are getting clean when you
aredirty and grimy, and having a feast when you ar e famished. Baptism is symbolic of the
refreshment of cleaning and communion issymbolic of the refreshment of feasting. Both are
only symbolic, for baptism does not really get you clean, and the Lord’s Supper doesnot



really satisfy your hunger and thirst. The power isnot in the symbols, but in the one they
symbolize. Jesus can and does cleanse, and He does fill the empty soul that hungers and
thirstsfor righteousness.

Communion isareminder that the spirit of man needsto be fed to keep strong, and to
stay alert and keep growing. |f thereisnorefreshment taken through food and drink, the
result will be decay and death. By thisordinance Jesus made it clear that the only way we
can sustain the spiritual life is by constant communion with Him. Without food you can do
nothing physically, and without Christ you can do nothing spiritually. Thewhole of the
spiritual life depends upon our partaking of the bread and wine of life, which is, as we have
already said, a taking into our very being thelife of Jesus.

Hell ischaracterized by emptiness and a lack of refreshment. Therich man in hell
longed for only adrop of water on histongue. I n contrast, heaven is characterized by
abundance of refreshment with the marriage feast of the Lamb and the fruitful trees by the
river of life. If lifeisto be abundant their must be resourcesto give refreshment and growth,
and Jesus says these are available to the believer in Him. Heisthe bread of heaven and the
water of lifethat satisfiesthat hunger and thirst that drivesthe empty into all of life’sfollies.
That iswhy we need to partake of communion over and over. We cannot eat enough to stay
fed anymor e than we can stuff our body with food and then never be hungry again.
Christians who do not feed on the heavenly manna will experience hunger and thirst and
emptiness, and then they are open to the temptation to satisfy that need with the fruits of the
world. Themorea Christian keeps filled with the refreshment of Christ, the less chance he
will want to taste what the wor Id offers. Bonar wrote,

Herewould | feed upon the bread of God.
Heredrink with thee the wine of heaven.
Herewould | lay aside each earthly load.
Heretaste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

Thissupper isonly a foretaste of the great marriage supper of the Lamb, when all of
the redeemed with sit at the table with Jesus and enjoy His presence and a feast beyond our
wildest dreams. In Windsor Castle outside of London istheroyal dinning room wherethe
Knights of the British Order of the Garter gather to dine with the Queen. Thereisno higher
honor in Great Britain. But those who love Christ will have an honor that far surpassesthe
splendor of all earthly royalty asthey dine with the King of Kings. Dr. Wattswr ote-

Yes, and beforewerise

Tothat immortal state,
Thethought of such amazing bliss
Should constant joys cr eate.

We show forth His death until He comes, and when He does come He will show forth all
theresults of Hisdeath in their fullness. Thisglorious and precious hope should fill uswith
the joy of refreshment. It should kindlein usrenewed faith that sends usforth into the
wor ld to do battle with its evil, and our own evil, with deter mination to bewinnersfor Christ.



10. A TERRIFYING VICTORY Based on Matt. 27:39-51

| remember learning a poem when | was a boy, which you will no doubt recognize. The
first lineswer e, " Twinkle, twinklelittle star, how | wonder what you are." | have been told
that this poem is out of date, for the scientifically educated modern child can say, " Twinkle,
twinkle little star, | know precisely what you are." Then they can go on and describe how
much oxygen, hydrogen and other elementscompose the star. Because of the rapid advance
in knowledge, that which was mysterious and awe-inspiring to one generation may be
under stood common knowledge to the next generation.

Good Friday, however, brings usto a subject wher e men of all ages stand in awe, for it
bringsusto thecross. Ever since that awesome event on Golgotha's hill men have looked at
the cross and thought, " Wonder of wondersthat Jesus so loved me." Certainly any believer
has experienced something of the feeling of the poet who wrote,

| wonder as | wander out under the sky
How Jesusthe Savior did come for to die,
For poor on'ry people like you and likel.
| wonder as| wander out under the sky.

Martin L uther one day deter mined to under stand the cry of Christ from thecross. He
sat down to meditate, and for a long time without food or drink and little movement he
concentrated on the cross. Finally, he broke his silence with a cry of amazement: " God
for saken of God, who can under stand that?" No onesince hasever claimed to fully
under stand, and we shall not begin to grasp it all, but if we cannot exhaust it, we can at least
examineit, and | trust go away with a deeper under standing of the meaning of the cross.

I. THE TEMPORARY TRAGEDY AROUND THE CROSS. v. 39-44

| use the word temporary because even the hate and evil of those who crucified Jesus
was forgiven, and they too were free to accept the pardon, which He purchased on that cross.
Wefirst see those who passed by. The cross wason a hill near a main road going into
Jerusalem, and so many going to and from could see the cross. M any wer e passing by on the
way to the city, possibly even to worship in thetemple. They would see Him who said,
"Destroy thistemple and in 3 days | will raise it up." Seeing Him they cried out, "Whereis
your boasting now? Come on and let us see some of that power of yours. Come down and
show us." There was not a sign of sympathy as they went on their way totally unconcer ned
about His suffering. It would have made no difference if they had seen Him in aditch having
been beaten by robbers. They did not care, for how could His suffering affect them. There
was not a Good Samaritan among them.

People have not changed, for they are still self-centered, and only things that interest
them and profit them are of any concern. They do not seethe sufferingsof others. We have



to ask ourselves if we were on that road to Jerusalem, would we have been concerned? Are
we so wrapped up in our own problemsthat we do not seethe burdensothersare bearing?
John Wesley had to learn the hard way. Herebuked a man in anger for hissmall
contribution to a worthy cause. He knew the man had a good income and it angered him that
he gave so little. The man looked him in the eye and said, " | know a man who buysin the
market once a week and boils par snipsin water and lives on that all week." "Who isthat?"
asked Wesley. "1 am that man." Wesley responded, "| don't understand." The man
explained, "I made many debts befor e | became a child of God, and now my goal isto r epay
them." Wesley thought only of his per spective, and he did not see from that man's
perspective. So it wasfor those who passed by the cross.

Thistragic self-center ednessis seen even more clearly in their cry for Him to come
down and then they would believe. Thisisthe height of self-centered pride. M an isdictating
the ter ms by which he will believe. M an isdemanding that God conform to his will or he will
not believe. People still do this, and they say if God will do such and such, then they will
believe. Leslie Weatherhead tried thisand when it failed he woke up to realize he was
reducing God to a magic rabbit's foot. Herealized that God is not a cosmic slave who runs
our errands. We can thank God He did not answer that foolish prayer and come down from
the cross, for had He done so we would have had to take His place.

Tragic istheir blind self-center ed request, but mor e tragic would it have been to have had
that request granted.

They cried, " Save yourself," or in other words, " Be like us and put self first and second,
and everyone else last." What they said amounted to, " Stop saving us and we will believe."
Thank God that Jesus knew if He would save others, He could not save Himself. By dying on
the cross Jesus made the tragedy ar ound the crossonly tempor ary.

II. THE TERRIBLE TRIUMPH ON THE CROSS. v. 45-46

The crosswas avictory, but it was not an easy battle. We cannot begin to grasp the
meaning of these ver ses, but they ar e so significant that we must try. Jesus had hung on the
cross from 9 until noon, and then came three hours of darkness and silence. The clamoring
of people stopped. Therewasno more shouting and reviling. Men suddenly feel that things
have been taken out of their hands, and something is going on that is deeper than they can
know.

What wasthe darkness? Some say it was an eclipse, or poetically the sympathy of
nature, or God'sexpression of sorrow. None of these are likely as an explanation. G.
Campbell M organ feelsthese 3 hours are the most significant of the whole of account of the
crucifixion. In that period all the forces of Satan, the prince of darkness, wer e gather ed
together to quench the Light of Life, and Jesus had to face him alone. He was for saken by
family, friends, follower s, and now when He most desperately needed Him, He was for saken
even by HisFather. Thiswasthat which caused Jesusto sweat drops of blood in
Gethsemane. Thiswasthe cup He so dreaded to drink. He became sin for us, and was
forsaken by God to be left in the hands of Satan. No one ever knew such darkness. Daniel
went into thelion's den, but God was there. Shadrack, M eshack, and Abed-nego went into
thefiery furnace, but God wasthere. Jesuswent into the den of Satan and the fires of hell,



but no onewasthere, and He was all alone.

TheApostle's Creed says that Jesus descended into hell during the 3 daysin the grave,
but it seemsthat if Jesusever went to hell it wasin these 3 hours of darkness, for what is hell
but separation from God. Hereisthe only time where Jesus was forsaken by the Father. If
Satan could have held Him, the light of theworld would have gone out forever. It iseasy to
seetheterror side of these words, but whereisthe triumphant side? Thisisseen in the fact
that Jesus hasconquered the darkness and the light continuesto shine. The words are past
tense, and they ar e spoken, not in the hour of terror, but after that hour. Both the Greek
here and the Septuigent of Psa. 22:1 are past tense. M atthew says it was about the 9th hour,
and so it was at the end of darkness that Jesus said, "My God, my God why did you forsake
me?"

Therewere no words during the 3 hours of darkness, but now at theend the Father
returns and Jesus criesout to Him, "Why did you leave me?" Itisasifl left my sonina
dark room and for several hoursof terror hesitsin fear. Finally, | open the door and he
cries out, " Daddy, daddy why did you leave me here?" Hedoes not cry out until | return.
We see Jesus coming through thisordeal, and Heisreconciled with the Father. God and
man wer e r econciled on the cr oss, and Jesus had to be reconciled with His Father to make
thispossible for all men. Jesushad successfully atoned for the sin of the world. Theprice of
man'sredemption hasbeen paid, and now it is possiblefor all to come to the Father, for
Jesus isnow the way.

We could never have known the price He paid had He not uttered these words. So gr eat
isthe price that some cannot believeit, and they say Jesusis only quoting Psa. 22 in delirium.
No one can understand such a sacrifice, for no one has ever gone to hell and back. No one
ever could but Jesus, for He wasthe only perfect sacrifice that could take our sin and still
return from that realm of separation from God. Onething we can understand iswhy God,
after seeing His Son pay such aprice, isa consuming fireto all who trample under foot the
blood of the cross. You cannot take the cr oss too seriously.

But none of theransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed,
Nor how dark was the night
That the L ord passed through
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.

11. TOHELL AND BACK Based on Matt. 27:45-54



One of the greatest paradoxes of history isthe story of the young English sailor by the
name of Noble. Hisjob wasto deliver alarge cannon from Portsmouth, England to Boston
inthe Coloniesin the mid 1700's. After two days on the ship HM SINTREPID, they
encountered heavy weather. Ensign Noble hurriedly secured the cannon thinking these
ropes should hold it, for it doesn't look like that much of a storm. But hewaswrong. It was
so intense that the cannon brokeloose and began to rumble across the deck, and they could
hear the sound of wood splintering below. Ensign Noble came on deck just as the loose
weapon was rolling towar d two sailors who wer e busy trying to untangle some sails. He
threw himself in front of the cannon and stopped it befor eit hit its shipmates, but both his
legs wer e broken by the weight of the cannon. Thisiswherethe saying " Under the gun”
came from.

The next day, the entire crew assembled for a special ceremony asthe captain of the ship
bestowed on ensign Noble his countries highest award for heroism. Hewasin great pain as
the cheer swent up, and the captain pinned on the metal. But then the captain called for
silence, for hehad a mor e solemn duty to perform. Sincethe young ensign wasthe cause for
the problem in the first place for not securing the cannon properly, the captain pronounced
him guilty of dereliction of duty and sentenced him to die before afiring squad; the sentence
to be carried out immediately. He had just become a hero for saving lives, and then was shot
for being guilty of endangering lives. What a paradox! He was a hero and a condemned
criminal at the same time.

This same perplexing paradox confronts us as we look at the cross. |sJesus dying as our
hero saving us from the consequences of sin? Yeshe s, and that is why we glory in the cross.
On the other hand, is he dying because he deserved to die, and was actually guilty? Look at
the circumstantial evidence against Jesus.

1. Hewas betrayed by one of his closest companions. It is suspicious when one of your own
inner circle betraysyou. It hintsat something being known that is not available to the
public.

2. Therest of hisdisciplesfled and did not fight to release their master. There seemsto be
great doubt about hisclaims when heisso treated by his core group.

3. The highest court in the land convicted him of blasphemy. These were the most godly and
learned leaders of Israel. If they can't betrusted, who can?

4. The mob of common people chose a known murderer to bereleased instead of Jesus.
They wanted Barabbas set free and clamored for the crucifixion of Jesus.

Now this circumstantial evidence does not convince us because we know they were all
blind, and Satan was pulling their strings. They were mere puppets for the for ces of evil in
their sinister plot to kill the only truly innocent man whoever lived. But then we cometo the
fourth word of Jesus on the cross, and we are shocked for it seemsthat God, the ultimate
judge, hasreviewed all of this evidence and agreeswith the sentence. The supreme court of
the universe let's the lower court's judgment stand.

When Jesus criesout, "My God, My God, why hast thou for saken me!" Headmitshe has
been forsaken by the one Person we expected to be his supporter tothe end. But God cast
hisvote with therest and says, guilty. How could his sinless Son be so godlessly guilty that he



was worthy of the cross? How can our Savior hero be abandoned as aguilty criminal? The
answer is, Jesus became our substitute. Hetook our place and became as guilty asthe
sinnershedied for. Paul putitclearlyinll Cor. 5:21, " God made him who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God."

What a paradox! The sinlessone becomesthe very embodiment of sin, and thus, is
worthy of all the judgment that sin deserves. Jesuswas, in fact, guilty of the sin of the whole
world. He was God-forsaken because he was the object of all God'swrath on sin. Hewas
worthy of all that sin deserved, and this means hell and total separation from God. The
greatest punishment of history was inflicted on Jesus because he was guilty. He was as guilty
asthesin he bor e, and he bore the sins of the world. You may never have owed anybody a
dimein your life, but if you take on my debts and the debts of others, you areresponsible to
pay them. Jesus never sinned, but when he took on your sin and mine, he was responsible to
pay the penalty. Innocent? Yes! But gill asguilty assin. In the cross we have the perfect
paradox, for we have two complete opposites, but both aretrue at the sametime. He was
innocent and guilty.

All of this background explainsthe most mysterious words ever uttered by Jesus, which is
the fourth word from the cross about being forsaken by God. God forsaken by God! The
Son abandoned by the Father! It can only make sensein the light of Jesus being made sin
and becoming guilty for all the sin of theworld. Spurgeon said, " At that moment the finite
soul of theman Christ Jesus cameinto awful contact with the infinite justice of God." It was
like two incompatible chemicals coming together that cause an explosion, and when the
holiness of God confronted the soul bearing all the sin of the world, he wasrepulsed and
abandoned that soul even though it wasthe soul of hisown Son.

Had Jesus not suffered this abandonment he would not have paid for our sin, for that was
the just penalty. He had to drink the full cup of judgment, and drink it dry to the last drop
or man would still have hell to pay. Jesuscould not atone for sin half way. He had to go all
the way or there wasno point in going any of theway. If you are going to build abridge
only half way acrossariver, you just aswell not bother, for half abridge isnot an
improvement over no bridgeat all. Half an atonement for sin would be equally wor thless.
Had Jesus never been forsaken by God to endure hell for us, he never could have said the
words, "It isfinished." What good would it be had he said, " It is half done?"

So thishorrible word out of the heart of aterrorized Savior is, in fact, good news. It isa
par adox that such an awful experience can bethe foundation for good news, but it is.
Because Jesus was forsaken we can count on hispromise, "1 will never leave you nor forsake
you." Hetook all the for sakenness necessary, and now can assur e all who cometo him that
they will never need to taste of hell and be God forsaken. Thereisno need, for that penalty
has been fully paid. Because of Jesus, man owes nothing to the kingdom of darkness. Hell is
paid off, and man isdebt freein Christ.

Thefact that there was three hours of darkness before Jesus spoke thisword reveals he
had been in the darkness of hell, and the fact that hisnext word was, " | thirst" is symbolic of
thisaswell. Theonerequest of therich man in hell was for a drink of water, or even one
drop. Darkness and thirst ar e the two experiences of Jesus as he spoke these words. Hewas



God-forsaken in darkness, and Hewasthirsty. Jesuswas in hell for you and me.

Why did they nail him to Calvary'stree?
Why? Tell me, why was he there?
Jesusthe Helper, the Healer, the Friend,
Why? Tell me, why was he there?

All my iniquities on him were laid,
He nailed them all to the tree;
Jesus the debt of my sin fully paid,
He paid the ransom for me.

And what wasthe price? It washell. Istherehell on earth? Therewasfor Jesus, for in
those three agonizing hour s of darkness Jesus experienced literal hell, which is separ ation
from God that leaves one absolutely alone. Thisword isJesus' Et tu Brute! asthe Father
joins all the othersin forsaking him, leaving him to pay the penalty for the world's sin alone.

Hundreds of thousands of sermons have been preached on these wor ds of despair, but no
one pretendsto be able to explain their depths fully, for we would haveto go through hell
ourselvesto grasp them, and Jesus did this so we would never have to know or experience
this depth of separ ation from God. Spurgeon saysit for all the great preacher s of history,
"Well may | tell you that this unutterable darkness, this hiding of the Divine face, expr esses
mor e of the woes of Jesus than words can ever tell."

Thesethree hours were thelongest three hours of all history, for inthem Jesus endured
the eternal judgment on all sin. If time goes fast when you are having fun, how slow it must
go to get through three hour s of God forsakenness. But keep in mind that beforethe cross
experience wasover, and before Jesus died, he was back in the light of fellowship with God.
He died saying, " Father into thy hands| commend my spirit." He wasonly for saken for
three hours, but it had to seem an eter nity to Jesus who had never been out of fellowship
with hisFather for all eternity. There had never been atime like thisin the infinite past, nor
will there ever bein theinfinite future. Here, and here only, for three hours we see the most
momentous event in all the history of the universe. God was enduring hell to make it
possible for man to escape hell.

Thiswasthe cup Jesus so dr eaded drinking, but he yielded, for ther e was no other way to
save man. Jesus went to hell and back to save us. The magnitude of God's loveis here
revealed to be so far beyond our comprehension that all we can do isstand in awe. The full
answer to why God forsook Jesusisincomprehensible, but the essence of it isthis: He
for sook his Son that He might for give fallen mankind, and have many sons and daughter sin
his eter nal kingdom.

| do not know, | cannot tell
What pains he had to bear.

I only know, it wasfor me
He hung and suffered there.



The way to heaven was through hell, not for us, but for Jesus who had to endure our hell that
we might enter heaven.

Martin Luther wrote, " So then gaze at the heavenly picture of Christ who descended into
hell for your sake and was for saken by God as one eternally damned.....In that picture your
hell isdefeated..." You can be assured that after paying such a price Jesus will fight to
redeem as many as possible. That iswhy hisfinal wordswereto go into all the world and
preach the Gospel. Jesusisnot willing that any should perish and suffer their own hell, when
he has alr eady suffered it for them.

Evangelism isnot atop priority with those who have not paid anything for men to be
saved. Jesus paid three hours of hell, and for the infinite and innocent Son of God that was a
price beyond calculation. No wonder it isatop priority with him. Only aswe begin to grasp
something of the cost that Jesus paid can we begin to see why it is so important that we care
to win those for whom he died. " T hereisnow no condemnation to them which arein
Christ," says Paul. But what about those not in Christ? They shall face the judgment of
God. Hislightning of judgment will not striketwicein the same place, and so all who arein
Christ ar e safe forever. In him there will never be another drop of the cup to drink. He
drank it all. But outside of Christ people face judgment.

Imagine bombs falling on the city and you know wher e ther e is a safe bomb shelter where
all who arethere are safe. Would you not share that good news with those in danger asthey
hear the sirens screaming? So we need to sense the urgency of telling people of what Jesus
provided for them: ashelter in the time of storm-a storm that can sweep them into the abyss
of judgment. Sureitishard and inconvenient, and thereisa priceto pay, but what isall this
in the light of what Christ paid? To complain after what we have received in Christ by his
sacrificeislike winning the lottery, and then complaining that you had to go out and feed the
meter to collect it.

We should be embarrassed to ever complain that it ishard to obey Christ. In light of this
fourth word fr om the cross, the only response can be, so what if it ishard! If he suffered hell
for us, we can suffer hard for him. In thisword we seethe power of love as nowher e else.
God so loved the world, and hereisthe measure of that word so. How much isso? He so
loved that he gave hisonly begotten Son. But even that great text of John 3:16 does not tell
us how fully he gave, and how completely the Son gave. Only inthisfourth word do we get to
see how measureless was hislove. God could have blown up the whole universein a
mega-explosion that would make a super movie seem like a lady finger firecracker, and it
would not have saved a single soul. Power was not the answer tothesin problem. Only love
could do thejob, and Jesus did it. He so loved that hebore the hell of what all sinners were
worthy of, and this made it possible for all sinnersto be set free from condemnation.

Even though thiswas the greatest act of love ever, and the greatest show on earth, there
will beno Jesus|ll, or aseries of sequels, for what hedid he did once and for all, and there is
nothing moreto do to accomplish what is necessary for all men to be saved. That iswhy he
could say before hedied, "It isfinished." Hell hasno claim on thosein Christ, for all penalty
has been paid in full. Thisisthe only one of the seven last wordsthat isrecorded twicein the
Gospels. Both M atthew and M ark record it. None of the other six are recorded twice. This



isthe central word of the seven. There are three before and three after. Even thesetrivial
details support the view that thisisthe most profound sentence ever uttered. Herbert

L ockyer, author of dozens of books on the Bible, says of these words, " The most appalling
utterancethat has ever fallen upon human ears." Y et when we see the depth of love that led
to this being utter ed, we can add they are also the most appealing that has ever fallen upon
human ears. Because he uttered them no one else ever hastoo.

Paul makesit clear in Gal. 3:13, " Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us, for itiswritten, " Cursed is ever yone who ishung on a cross."
What a perplexing complex paradox. Theonly sinless one ever to live, and yet he was made
sin for us. The only perfect one ever to live, and yet heiscursed for us. Thisfourth word is
the cry of the cursed, and the despair of the damned. To comparethe death of Jesuswith
any other, asif he wasjust another martyr, istoreduce the sun by comparing it with a
candle, or to reduce the sequoia by comparing it with atwig. To put Jesusin the same
category with any other death is to totally missthe significance of the cr oss.

Thisword revealsthe ultimate identification with man. Inthe incarnation Jesus took on
the nature and the body and the mind of man. But now he takes upon himself even the
depravity of man, and he becomes sin and, therefor e, liable for all the penalty that sin
deserves. Hewasin this statefit to be forsaken by God, for herepresented all that God
hated.

The scourge, thethorns, the deep disgr ace,
These thou couldst bear nor once repine,
But when Jehovah veiled his face,
Unutterable pangs wer e thine.

Jesus was now feeling the full cost of the incarnation and hisidentification with man.
When he was bor n in the night the sky was filled with holy light, but when he died in mid-day
the heavensturn to horrible night. Being born wasindeed a radical step down for the Son of
God, but it wasa mer e step in comparison to the plunge he now takesinto the very pit of hell.
Theprinciple God follows is, the lower we goin humility the higher werisein God's eyes.
This explains why Jesus was exalted to the highest place and given the name above all hames,
for he plunged to the lowest depth conceivable.

What acontrast between the biography of the Savior and Satan. Satan was among the
highest and in pride sought to go higher to take the place of God, and he was plunged to the
pit of hell in judgment. Jesuswasthe highest but waswilling to go to the lowest level of hell
to fulfill God's plan, and theresult isheends up the highest in the universe. The paradox is
that Jesus hastherecord at both ends. We know hisisthe highest name, and heis equal with
God, and thereisnone higher. But seldom do we think about it that Jesus was also the
lowest. Therewill never be anyone lower in hell than Jesus was, for no matter how awful
they were, they bear judgment for their own awfulness only. Jesus bore the awfulness of the
world, and, ther efore, takesthe record of being the wor st to ever enter hell, for he enter ed it
with the sin of the world on him. The lowest placein hell will be ever held by our redeemer,
and because of that price he will hold forever the highest placein heaven.



Jesusknowswhat itisto be on the bottom of the pile, and the lowest man on the totem
pole. Healso knowswhat it isto be number one, and king of the mountain. He holds all
records and they will never be broken. What is startling isthat Jesus knows by experience
what it isto belost, and not just lost in the woods, but to be cursed and damned, and God
forsaken, and literally lost asarejected soul. Thesethree hours of darknesswere not just
the dark ages for Jesus, they were the doomed ages. He experienced lostness first hand, and
he did it that we might never have to experienceit. Wecan experience savedness and never
lostness because he took our lostness for us. Robert M'Cheynewrote,

When | stand beforethe throne
Dressed in beauty not my own.
When | see Theeas Thou art;
Love Theewith unsinning heart,
Then, Lord, shall | fully know;
Not till then, how much | owe.

How much do we owe to someone who saved us by going to hell and back?

12. THREE HOURSIN HELL Based on Matt. 27:45-56

People die all the time just to advance our knowledge. Have you ever wonder ed how
doctor s knew the precise steps in the development of the fetus befor e there was any means of
seeing inside the mother? It camefrom ateam of Harvard doctor s who asked a group of
women who wer e scheduled for hysterectomiesto stop practicing birth control before their
surgery. Thiswaslong before all of the present controversy concerning when life begins,
and the abortion issue. They did not seeit asabortion, but simply asa removing of the
female or gans. But in doing so they were able to study 30 embryos and see the actual
development of the fetus. Thirty babies had to dieto give man this knowledge.

Doctor Lawrence Altman in hisbook Who Goes First tells numerous stories of doctors
who have died in trying to get information on various diseases. | will sharejust one. In
Lima, Peru there standswhat may be the only statue in the world of a medical student. It
memorializes Daniel Carrion who in 1885 decided to solve the mystery of a strange disease
that was killing many of his people. Hetook some of the blood of an infected person and



tried toinjectitinto hisown arm. He failed at first, and so a fellow medical student helped
him. Hegot the disease as expected, but his case was far more severe than expected.
Thirty-ninedayslater he died. Some called it a horrible act and a disgraceto his profession.
They young man who helped him was charged with murder. It was quite a scandal, but three
professors came for ward and sighted the many doctorsin history who risked their livesin
self-experimenting. The charge was dropped and Carrion became a hero. The medical
students sing a balled to his memory, and enough was lear ned about the disease to bring it
under control. Otherslive because he died.

Thisisnot an isolated incident. Every new medicine, every new test, and every new
ther apy hasto be performed on a human being beforeit can be approved. If adoctor had
not first put atube into hisown heart, which could have killed him, we would not have many
of the heart surgeries we have today. Somebody hasto go first, and that somebody often has
todieto enable othersto follow and not die, but be saved by the procedure. We are looking
at Jesus as our Great Physician who was also the Pioneer of our faith. He went first into the
hell of God forsakennessthat you and I, and all who trust in Him, might never haveto
endur eit.

Thosefew hours of history in which Jesuslaid down His life for the world of sinners
wer e the most unusual hoursin all of history. Nothing wasnormal. It wasthe Creator
Himself putting Himself through the greatest self-experimentation of all time. Asthe author
of life He would experience death, and in so doing all of reality isbeing altered, for He was
turning the world of both nature and super nature upside down. The hours of Hisdeath
wer e hour s of complex confusion. Let'slook at these strange phenomena.

I. THE CONFUSION OF NATURE.

Verse 45 says that from the 6th hour until the 9th hour dar kness came over all the land.
Mark and Lukerecord thissamething. Dr. Lukegivesusoneother word, and he says that
the sun stopped shining. We are not talking about a cloudy day or an eclipse. We aretalking
about an event in creation that has never happened but thisonetimein all of history. The
sun took a break, and for the only timein its existence it ceased to shine for 3 hours. Thisis
one of the greatest miracles of all time, and Herbert L ockyer in hisAll The Miracles Of The
Bibleincludesthis one, which most of us would missas a miracle.

Jesus was born in the darkness of night, but it was a natural night. Hedied in the
darkness, which was a supernatural night because it came just when the day was brightest. It
was from noon to 3in the afternoon. That istheleast likely time to have darkness, and so the
wholething isbeing timed by God to give the world a message. God never turned the sun off
before, and He has never doneit again. From God's perspective thiswas an event without
parallel. It wasaoncein ahistory, and aoncein auniverse, time and space event. When
you add the most unusual earthquake of all timeto this darkness, it is no wonder the
Centurion and the others wereterrified and exclaimed, " Surely thiswas the Son of God!"

They wer e observing what was very frightening in nature. Nobody had ever seen
anything like this before, and they knew they were in the presence of the supernatural. It
makes sense why God the Father would turn off the sun for 3 hourswhile His Son died.



What greater statement could God make concerning the significance of thisevent. Isaac
Wattswrote,

Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And shut Hisgloriesin,

When Christ the mighty Maker, died,
For man thecreature's sin.

It was God'sway of wearing black for His Son's death, and thereby symbolizing the
sadness of heaven at the price that had to be paid for man's salvation. It wasadark and
heavy load He had to bear to see His Son endure separation from Him that man might be
reconciled. Thereisno symbol great enough to convey how dark and heavy it was other
than the sun. It isthe source of light and life for all theworld. For 3 hoursit ceased to
function asa symbol of the 3 daysin which the light of life would cease to function, because
Jesus entered the realm of death.

This confusion of nature created confusion in the minds of men aswell. When Jesus
cried out, "My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me," the people misunderstood the
wor ds of Jesus, and they thought He was calling for Elijah. The Aramaic word €loi, eloi
sounds like Elijah, and so they ar e confused and hear a message Jesusdid not give. In their
confusion they say let's seeif Elijah comesto rescue Him. Thereistotal chaos around the
cross as both nature and man are confused, and they are not functioning with the capacity
they normally have. Dishar mony reigns, and in all this confusion asthe earth shakesthat
everything isbackwards. People arecoming out of thetombs instead of staying dead like
dead people always do. Thewholeworld iswired wrong, and nothing seemsto be working
right. Theveil inthetempleisripped from top to bottom, and everything isout of whack
from what isnormal.

Y ou get the unmistakable feeling that God istrying to say something that has never
been said befor e. One of the thingsHeissaying isthat the crossand the death of His Son is
the most awesome event of human history. It isin aclass by itself. It isnot one of the many
martyr stories of great men dying for across. Itisnot aSocrateslaying down hislifefor a
principle, or a soldier laying down hislife for his country. These are noble and praiseworthy
sacrifices, but they do not qualify to beinthe same category as Calvary. Hereisan event
that covers heaven and earth, all of creation, and all of mankind. The sun shuts off for no
man but the God-M an, and even then only in the hours of Hisdying for all men. More
miracles happen at the crossthan anywhere elsein the Bible. Theveil isrent, the
ear thquake shakes dead peopleinto life, people ar e converted, thetrinity is separated only
thisonce in all eter nity, and the sun goes off for 3 hours.

Some see the darkness asthe Father's mour ning and sympathy for His Son. Jesus was
stripped naked when he was nailed to the cross, and God in mercy lessened hisshame by the
cover of darkness. We know that from 9 in the mor ning until noon the leader s of the people
mocked Jesus unmer cifully, but when the dar kness the mocking ceased, and then there was
three hour s of silence. The darknessveiled Jesus and halted the cruel mocking.

The darkness marked a turning point in the atmosphere around the cross. Nature's



expression of sympathy led even cruel men to follow and begin to feel sympathy for Jesus.
The compassion of people was born in the darkness and silence of those hours. One man ran
to fill a sponge and give Jesus a drink. Otherswatch to seeif Elijah will come and rescue
him. Many felt with the Centurion that thiswas no ordinary man, and the Centurion said he
wasthe Son of God. Dr. Luketellsusthat the crowds of people who were so cruel began to
doubt their dogmatic stand, and they began to smite their breasts as if to say, " What fools we
have been." The darknessrevealed to them that Jesus was no mere criminal, but someone
uniquely differ ent from anyone else.

In Hisdying hour s nature shocked man into seeing the cross for what it really was. It was
the greatest act of folly and sin the world has ever seen. M an in his sinful blindness and
rebellion was actually killing the light of theworId, which was God's greatest gift ever given
toman. The darkness made men see what they never saw in the light, and ther e wer e people
converted in those dark hours. The Centurion was the most prominent. M atthew M ark and
Lukeall end this strange period of dar kness with a focus on the gentle women who stood afar
off. There were many women M ark sayswho followed and ministered to Jesus. They beheld
this awesome scene at the cross. The male discipleswer e all hiding but the females were
there watching through the dar k to see what would happen.

It was aviolent death in the midst of violent acts of nature, but in the presence of it all were
the women disciples who added a touch of gentlenessto aterribly confusing scene. Even the
presence of the women is part of the confusion, for everything around the crossis not
normal. Thisiswhere the men should be strong, and the women off crying in despair, but it
isthe opposite.

Thereisnothing about the cross that isnormal. Not only did God withdraw His power
from the sun in the sky so that it ceased to shine, but He withdrew His presence from His Son
on the cross, and for thefirst timein His eter nal existence He felt forsaken by His Father.
Thisiswhat Jesus most dreaded about the price He had to pay to save man. He dreaded the
darkness of being deprived of His Father'slight. Not only wasthe external world thrust into
darkness, but Hisinternal world was darkened and Jesus cried out with the feeling of one
forsaken. Ther e was a power shortage in the solar system, and it was symbolic of what man
cannot see, and that was the power shortage in the very triune nature of God as the Father
and the Son wer e cut off from communication. Jesus had to experience hell, which isthe
darkness of being cut off from God'slight and presence. Those three hour sof darkness were
liter ally hell for Jesus.

Jesusdied what is called the second death, which is the death, not just of the body, but of
the body and soul in hell. Many have died for our bodies, and we have M emorial Day to
remember them and honor them. M any have died that we might have freedom and the right
to health and a host of other blessings, but nobody ever died that we might escape hell and
spiritual death of separation from God. Nobody ever did this, but Jesus, for he alone could
do so asthe perfect Lamb of God worthy of being the sacrifice for all sin. We need never die
thisdeath for Jesusdied it for us. No wonder the crossisthe central symbol of our faith.
What happened thereisaonce for all unrepeatable event. That iswhy the whole creation was
involved. It was atime of un-paralleled confusion.

Even God the Son was asking why on the cross, and this gives us a hint asto the cost of



saving man from sin. If the sun in the sky could feel what it is like to be turned off and not
shine it would feel what it islike to be forsaken by God. The sun could not feel it, but Jesus
the Son of God could, and He felt the inner darkness of being cut off from the power sour ce
of the universe. It had to be the most painful experience ever endured in thisuniverse. It
was not the nails, the crown of thor ns, nor the whip lashes on His back, for these physical
painshave been endured by millions, but it wasthe eclipse of Hisvery being, and the
abandonment of Hisrelationship to the Father, which was the gr eatest pain every endur ed.
That isthe price Jesus paid for our salvation. He was abandoned by God and man, and He
wasin hell for 3 hours.

Threehoursdid not seem long, but try laying your hand on ared hot stove for 3 hours
and you will get an idea of just how seemingly eternal 3 hours can be. We just cannot
imagine what 3 hours of separation from the Father means. It isin therealm of theinfinite
wher e we cannot even think or imagine. We do not know what Jesus experienced in the 3
days and 3 nightsin the tomb, but these 3 hours of God for sakenness wer e the 3 most painful
hours ever experienced in thisuniverse. And Jesusdid it for you and me. Spurgeon saw in
thisthe greatest crisisin history, and the greatest comfort for sinners. Hewrote, " Asto my
sin, | hear itsharsh accusing no more when | hear Jesus say, Why hast thou for saken me? |
know | deserve the deepest hell and the hand of God'svengeance, but | am not afraid. He
will never forsake me, for He forsook His Son on my behalf."

To grasp even a fraction of what the cross meansisto befilled with gratitudeto the
Father and to the Son, who together paid such a price for our salvation. And out of the
gratitude of heart comesthecrosscarrying life. Thelifethat iswillingto sacrificeto
advance the kingdom of God. Paul said that he dies daily. He died to self and gaveup a
self-center ed life every day for Christ. Someone asked a missionary to Africaif heliked his
work and he said, " No! We do not likedirt and crowding into vile huts through goat r efuse.
We do not like association with ignorant, brutish people. Butisaman to do nothing for
Christ which he does not like?"

Wereveal just how much we grasp the message of the cross, the 3 hours of darkness,
and the cry of forsakenness by how much we are willing to do what we do not like for the
sake of our Savior. | am sure Jesus did not like His 3 hoursin hell. 1t wasthe wor st
experience of His existence, but He did it for us so that we might never need to experience
hell. M ay God help usto be always filled with thankfulness because Jesustook our place in

those 3 hoursin hell.

13. GOOD FRIDAY STUDY Based on Matt. 27:45f



Two leading British scientistshave done a great deal of research, and they have concluded
that Jesus died on Friday April 3rd,33 A.D. CollinJ. Humphreysand W. G. Waddington of
Oxford University published their findingsin the British Science M agazine. Their combined
study of the Gospels and scientific records lead them to this conclusion. All 4 Gospelsagree
that Jesusdied just a few hour s befor e the start of the Jewish Sabbath, which was at nightfall
on Friday. They also agree that it was at the Passover, which was the annual Jewish feast
held at the full moon.

The lambs wer e killed between 3 and 5 P.M. on the 14th day of the Jewish month of
Nisan, which correspondsto our M arch-April. Jesuswas on the crossfrom 9in the morning
until 3in the afternoon, and so He died just as the Passover lambs were dying. Hewasthe
Lamb of God that takes away the sin of theworld, and Paul saysin| Cor. 5:7, " For Christ,
our Passover L amb, has been sacrificed." Thetiming of Hisdeath waslikethetiming of His
birth. It wasin thefullness of timethat God sent forth His Son to be born of awoman. And
now on the crossit is precisely at the fullness of timethat Jesus died, for it wasat thistime
that the sacrificial lambs died. It was all planned for precision timing that Jesus might be
seen asthe Passover Lamb.

Jesusisidentified with thelamb, for they die without a fight. They meekly go to their
death without attacking or resisting. Jesuslaid down Hislife voluntarily, and He did not, as
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, snarl and rip and tear at His crucifiersto take some of them
down with them. He had that power to beferocious, but He submitted likealamb. He
fulfilled the prophecy of Isa. 53:7 which says, " He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearersisdumb, so He opens not His mouth." Thiswasthe
Lamb God provided that made all other sacrifice unnecessary. That iswhy the veil in the
temple was rent when Jesus died, for there was no longer any need for sacrifice to enter
God'spresencefor all people. The wall was down for good, for when this Lamb died, He
died for all.

Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altersslain

Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.

But Christ, the Heavenly Lamb
Takesall our sins away;

A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they.

When we go to the book of Revelation and listen in on the songs that will be sung in that
land of total victory, we do not hear songs about the Lion and Conqueror, which Jesus was,
but about the Lamb. In Rev. 5theLamb that had been slain wasin the midst of all asthe
central figurein heaven, and all other beings fall down before the Lamb and sing thisnew
song: "You areworthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain and
with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and
nation." Then millions of angelsjoined in with loud voices singing: "Wor thy isthe Lamb,
who was dain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory



and praise." And then, asif thiswas not an enor mous enough choir, every creature alivein
the entire universe joined the song singing: " To Him who sits on thethrone and to the
Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, forever and ever." The poet wasright who
wrote,

Thewhole creation joined in one
To blessthe sacred Name.

Of Him who sits upon the throne,
And to adorethe Lamb.

And we sing in one of our popular hymns:

Crown Him with many crowns
The Lamb upon the throne.

Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own.

The song of the Lamb will be the theme of music forever. And so though it may seem a
trivial detail that Jesus died at the same time as the Passover lambs, it is, in fact, a marvelous
example of God's providential guidanceto link His Son'sdeath with theirs, and thus give
Him atitle that will be honored forever. Bibletrivial can sometimes be Bible significa. Let's
look at some of the other details of that Good Friday experience.

Verse 45 says, " From the 6th hour until the 9th hour darkness came over all the land."
Thisisfrom noonto 3 P. M. When the sun goes dark at high noon you know something of
cosmic proportionsisgoing on. What doesthis 3 hour s of dar kness symbolize? Itisclear
from the prophetsthat it was a symbol of God'swrath and judgment. Amos tells of a great
day of judgment coming on Israel. Weread in Amos 8:9, " In that day, declaresthe
sovereign Lord, | will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad
daylight." God uses nature to convey Hisemotions, and dar kness at midday tells usthat
God isangry. Thereisaduel anger in thisdarkness at Calvary, for God was angry at the
evil of the crucifixion of His Son, but He was also angry at His Son who became the
substitutefor sinners. Hetook on himself the cur se of the law and the wrath of God.

Darknessisasign of God'sjudgment all through the Old Testament. One of the
plagues of Egypt was 3 days of solid darknessin which nothing could be done, for people
could not see. In Joel 2:2 the day of the Lord isdescribed: " A day of darknessand gloom, a
day of clouds and blackness." Other prophetsdescribeit the same way, and John Calvin
saysthisdarknessis" An incomparable proof of God'sanger." The cross becomesthe
central focus of both the anger of men and the anger of God. M an has put Christ on the
cross because man ismad at God'sways. He doesnot like it that God will not go along with
the system of legalism that men have devised. Jesus came and defied the establishment, and
in anger they crucified Him.

Thecrossrepresents all of the anger of man at God. God will not play ball according to
man'srules, and thisleadsto great anger. We haveall gotten angry at God to some degree.
Even the righteousin the Bible expressthat anger because God'sways are not their ways.



All of thisanger of peoplein all of history came together at the cross, and human anger
murdered the Son of God. If you don't think anger is a danger ous weapon, just look at the
cross. The paradox isthat the cross also representsthe anger of God at the world. All of the
sin and folly of mankind was laid on Jesus. Those three hours of darkness represent the
wrath of God on all the sin of mankind. Thecrossisjust how much man can get angry at
God, and just how much God can get angry at man.

Thecrossrepresentsthe greatest battle of anger thisuniver se has ever seen, and since
Jesuswas God, He took all of the wrath of man at God, and since Jesus was man, He took all
of thewrath of God at man. God and man are pounding each other and Jesusisthe
representative of both, and so He takes the blows of both. To compare the death of Jesus
with any other death in history isto have no compr ehension of the magnitude of what is
happening at the cross. No other death in history representsthe anger of mankind at God,
nor the anger of God at mankind. To compare it isnot just comparing apples and oranges,
but it iscomparing an apple with the orange groves of theworld. The death of Jesusisboth
gualitatively and quantitatively in a category by itself.

This dar kness sheds a lot of light on the cross, and it makesit the most unique death in
all of history. We have many daysto honor and celebrate the birth of great people, but how
many of them have a day to celebrate their death aswell? Good Friday is certainly not the
celebration of Christian, but the fact is, it isaday to remember and to rejoicein the death
that made eternal life possible. It was a dark day that made it possible for God's peopleto
enter a kingdom where darknesswill be no more. Ever sincethe cross men have had to
decide to choose the love of power that resists God's way and produces darkness, or choose
the power of lovethat bringslight.

In verse 46 we have the 4th word from the cross, and it is the most important of the 7,
for Mark and M atthew make it the only one they record. They felt the others could be
bypassed, but not thisone. Thisisthe essence of what the crossisall about. Thisisthe only
break in the life of Jesus between Him and His Father. It was Hisonly experience of the
absence of God. In thisverse we hear the universal question of mento God in afallen
wor ld-why me? We can be so grateful that Jesus asked this question, for had he not done so
Hisdeath would not have been atruly human death. It would have been only a God-like
death. Jesusisrepresenting the whole world of sinnersin thisdeath, and if He never asked
why, He would not really be representing them, for that iswhat they would all ask. All unjust
suffering bringsforth the response of why?

Itisnot asintoask why. If it was, then Jesus would have been sinningin the very act of
atoning for sin. But Jesuswas not sinning. He was asking why sin has so much power that it
can separate God and man? Joseph Parker remarked that he was so glad Jesus asked why
before hedid. Thisisthe Lord'sprayer from the cross. Thiswas His human nature puzzled
by the ways of God. Later on, after Hisresurrection and ascension, we see Jesus asking the
same question, but then it was His divine nature puzzled by the ways of man. In Acts 9:4
Jesus confronts Saul on the road to Demascus, and out of a bright light in the heavens he
asks, " Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" Notice therepetition in both places, for Jesus
says my God, my God, and Saul, Saul. Repetition stressesthetrue mystery of why it is so
hard for God and man to get along. They always seem to be mad at each other and fighting



each other. The good news isthat Jesus hasreconciled the two, and in Him the fight is over.

One of the reasons Jesus chose Saul to be His great Apostle was because Saul was
fighting and persecuting Him. Paul represented the anger of man that put Him on the
cross. Saul wasa God-fighter, but Jesus converted him and made it clear that God is not
interested in fighting man. God gave His Son to reconcile man to Himself, and the whole
goal of the kingdom of God isto bring peace between God and man. Asfar asGod is
concerned the war isover. On the crossJesusdied for all men. God won the war and wiped
out the enemy completely in Christ. Therewereonehundred per cent casualties. God is
satisfied, for the penalty has been paid and all sin isatoned for. Now God'sgoal isto be at
peace with man and end this war that lead to the crossin the first place.

The cross was the culmination of thiswar at its wor st, but it was also the key to the end
of the war once and for all between God and man. We glory in the cross because, though it
represents the worst war in history, the civil war between God and man, it also represents
the end of that war and the possibility of eternal peace between God and man. Sothis
darkness on Good Friday did not rob Good Friday of itsname. It isgood becausethe
darkness did not over come thelight. The darknesswastemporary, but the light is
permanent.

| asked the heavens, what foeto God hath done
Thisunexampled deed? The heaven's explained,
Twas man, and we in honor snatched the sun
From such a spectacle of guilt and shame.

It wasthe wor st thing that ever happened, and the best, for by coming to thisclimax God
was able to end the war of God and man and offer peace. Bewar e of those who minimize the
despair and distressin Christ that made Him burst forth with this question. There are many
who just say He was quoting Psa. 22. Jesus did love the Psalms and quoted them often, but
toreducethisto a mere quote, asif He never really felt the despair of abandonment isto
reject the truth that Jesusreally did goto hell for us.

Bruner in hiscommentary on M atthew says of this verse, " Jesus's lifeline has been cut.
He dies here before He dies." The point is, Jesus died the death of separation from God
first, and then He died a physical death. Jesus had to conquer hell before He entered death
in order todieavictor. There aretwo deaths and Jesus died them both, for only by so doing
could Hereally be our substitute. Jesustook the death of separation from God first, and
then the separation of spirit and body. So Jesusdid actually die before Hisdeath. These
three hours of darkness were Hisfirst death, and it was His victory here that enabled Him to
enter therealm of the dead, not as a captive, but as one who came to conquer and lead all the
captivesto liberty.

Why did Jesus have to ask why? It was because only by taking on our despair, doubt and
death could Hereally be our substitute and set usfree. Thelittle boy began to sob in church
asthe pastor told of the cross, and the mother whispered to him, " Don't take it so seriously."
That isthe problem that many have, for they do not take the cross seriously. When the
seriousness of the crossis set aside or minimized, you get such nonsense as that of Dr. Hugh



Litchfield. Somebody came up with theidea of a guilt bag. You breatheinto the bag and
symbolically breathe out all of the guilt into the bag. Then you throw the bag away, and that
ishow you get rid of your guilt.

Thisisthe humanistic substitute for the cross. Thewar goeson, for man saysthat sinis
not that big of adeal. It isnatural and normal, and so they come up with gimmicksto get rid
of it. God saysthat sin isradically serious business, and the only way to get rid of it isto pay
the penalty. If you break the laws of the state you are punished. No policeman isgoing to
accept your blowing into a bag to settletheissue. We need to recognize the great cost that
Jesus paid to make it possible for our forgiveness. We dar e not treat it lightly, but cometo
Him in repentance to deal with our sin.

In verse 47 weread, "When some of those standing ther e heard this, they said, He's
calling Elijah." Hereweseeamisunder standing at the cross. Eloi, Eloi sounded like Eli, Eli
to those standing by, and they concluded that Jesus was calling for Elijah. Elijah had not
died, but was taken to heaven in achariot. Thisled to the folk belief that he could sweep
down and save | sraelitesin times of trouble. Bruner says he was sort of a Jewish St.
Christopher-a patron saint of thosein trouble, and Jesus was certainly in trouble. They
think Jesusistrying to save Himself by getting Elijah to come and rescue Him from the
cross. It was atotal misconception, for Jesus was struggling against all such temptation to
escapethe cross. How easily people hear what they want to hear, and they distort the words
of Christ to mean something opposite of what He was saying.

The most mysterious of the last 7 wordsis also the most misunderstood. They arethe
deepest of the words, and yet they are seen as so superficial. We see thereality of the depth
of the cross, and yet the reality of the super ficiality of the cross. The two go together all
through history so that the crossis a mere piece of jewelry worn even by people who have no
hint of itsprofound meaning. For many itisa mere good luck charm.

In verse 48 weread, "Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge.”" T hisstrange detail
reveals one of the men as having some compassion for Jesus. Heiscrying for help they
figure, and heran to do what he can to give some comfort to Jesus. It was asmall service,
but itisrecorded. We see one stranger at the cross seeking to give a minor servicetothe
Savior, whois giving the most major service ever to all mankind. Will he be one at the
judgment who will hear Jesus say, " | was thirsty and you gave men something to drink, enter
into the joy of the Lord?" Jesus said that a cup of cold water given in His namewill not go
unrewarded. What about aspongefull?

In verse 51 weread, " At that moment the curtain of the temple wastorn into from top to
bottom. The earth shook and therocks split." All three synoptic Gospels have the identical
account. Here God speaks by a visual aid to convey the significance of the cr oss. It was at
thevery moment that Jesuscried out and gave up the spirit that the tearing of the curtain in
the templetook place. God did not waste a second in tearing apart this age old barrier
between God and man. Thevery second that sin was atoned for, the way was made open. It
was like cutting aribbon for a new highway, and as soon as it was cut the way was open to
travel it. Thissplit veil said that judgment was complete. It isall over and not another
atonement need ever be made, and now salvation isopen to all.



Someone had quite a job sewing that curtain back up, for it was not until 70 A.D. that it
was destroyed once and for all. Thistearing, which coincided with the death of Jesus, was
God'saffirmation of the effectiveness of the cross. The kingdom exclusive to | srael is now
ended. Thekingdom exclusivetothepriestsisnow ended. A new religionisbornin the
death of Jesus. Itisareligion for all people where Jews and Gentiles, male and female, slave
and free have equality of accessto God. The spilt veil is God's commentary on the cr oss.
Thisiswhat the cross meansto God, for it says welcome sinners. Beforethe death of Christ
the mat before the holy of holies was not exactly a welcome mat. It was morelike a threat
saying, " Perish all ye who enter here." But now a new mat is out saying, " Everyone
welcome."

The cr oss changed the whole relationship of God and man. It reconciled them so that
now they can bein the same room together. Thisrent veil was God's clappingin proud
appreciation for the heroic sacrifice of His Son. Bruner saysthe whole of the Epistleto the
Hebrewsisa commentary on the split veil. He saysin verses 51 to 53 we have these
responsesto the 7 last words of thecross: 1. Thecurtain split. 2. The earth shook. 3. The
rocks split. 4. Thetombsopened. 5. Bodieswereraised. 6. Bodies came out of thetombs
and went into the holy city. 7. They appear ed to many people.

In verse 52 we see a preview of coming attractions. Death waskilled by the death of
Jesus. It wasnot the end of life, but the end of death, and thiswas symbolized by the
resurrection of dead peopleto life. In John 5:25 we read of the last shout to the dead torise,
and hereisapreview in the last shout of JesusasHedies. It wasa grave openingcry. The
two main problems of man are sin and death. In the death of Jesustherewas an immediate
solution to both problems. Theripped veil meant sin was taken care of, and the open tombs
meant death wastaken care of. Hereisthe greatest example ever of killing two birds with
one stone.

It was bodiesthat were raised and not just souls. God lovesthe body, and total
resurrection isthe goal that God isinterested in. Let othershavetheir partial resurrection,
but God isgoing for thewhole man. |f apersonisalivethey haveabody. Thereisno
bodiless state for the living. Matter mattersto God. He never would have become a creator
of theuniverse if He was satisfied with non-matter. He created matter and then entered it in
the incarnation, and madeit per manent in the resurrection.

In verse 54 M atthew recor dsthat it was a Gentile who wasthe first to honor His death,
and it was M atthew who records that it was the Gentile M agi who were thefirst to honor the
birth of Jesus. Gentiles were thefirst to acknowledge that Jesus was the Son of God. They
saw the effect of His death on nature. It was supernatural, and they knew God was speaking
by acts of wonder. The death of Jesus woke up dead saints, and this made alive the
spiritually dead also. At the crosswe see thetwo resurrections. We seethat of theliteral
dead and the spiritual dead. Both come to life, and so surrounding the cross of death is
abundance of life. New lifeisspringing up from the dead.

It was not just one centurion, but a number of the soldier swere converted to believers
here. Thetempleveil was split saying welcome to all, and as soon as that path was open
Gentilesbegan to travel it. Good Friday isgood because it is a preview of that total victory



to berevealed on Easter. It isamini Easter, which linksthe crossand the resurrection.
Good Friday is good because it revealsto usthe total Gospel for which we will be giving our
Savior praise for all eternity.

14. GOOD FRIDAY MESSAGE Based on Mark 15:21-32

Martin Luther one day sat down deter mined to try and under stand the cry of Christ from
thecross. Hemeditated for along time, and went without food or drink, and little
movement. Finally, he broke his silence with a cry of amazement, " God for saken of God,
who can understand that?"

No one could under stand that, at least not in all itsfullness, but just because you can't
exhaust a subject doesnot mean you can't examine it and get some measur e of
under standing. We want to look at the cross again on this Good Friday, and try and see
mor e of the meaning hidden in its mystery. First let'slook at-

I. THE TEMPORARY TRAGEDY AROUND THE CROSS.

It wastempor ary because even the hate and evil of those who cr ucified Jesus was
forgiven, and they too wer e free to receive the pardon which He purchased on the crossfor
all sin. Jesuswasdying for all sin including the sin of crucifying Him. The crosswason a
hill near amain road going into Jerusalem. There were people constantly going past who
could see this awful scene. M any of these people were going to the temple, or were coming
from thetemple. They were peopleon areligiousjourney. Thiswas part of their religious
heritage and duty. They saw Jesus on the cross, and remembered He was the one who said,
"Destroy thistempleand in three days | will raiseit up." That seemed like a proud boast to
them, and they shouted at Him to come down and show that He had power, and prove He
was the Son of God.

There was no sign of sympathy, but only contempt. They were on their way to wor ship
the God of compassion, but they had none themselves. They werejust like the priests and
L evite who walked past the man who had been robbed and beaten. There wasno compassion
for hisneed and suffering. Thetragedy of the crossrevealsjust how self-centered man is,
even religiousmen. These people wer e the people of God. They had the highest revelation
God had given to man. They were the cream of the crop, and yet they lacked compassion.

"lsit nothing to you all you who pass by?" Theanswer of God's peopleis, "Noitisn't
anything tous." The crossrevealed the depth of human depravity. It showsusthat people



basically do not care. Thatisthemajor sin all peoplefight. Wejust don't care about other
people's problems and needs. It isscary to imagine your self on that road to Jerusalem that
day. Would you and | be different? Would we have stopped to talk to Jesusto comfort Him,
or would we join the mockery because we love to see the noble fall, for it makes usfeel
better.

John Wedey had to learn the hard way that we have atendency to be judgmental rather
than sympathetic. Herebuked a brother for hissmall contribution to a worthy cause. He
knew the man had a good income, and it angered him that he would do so little. The man
looked him intheeye and said, " | know a man who buys par snipsin the market once a week
and boilsthem in water, and lives on par snips and water all week." "Who isthat?" asked
Wesley. Theman said, "| am that man." "I don't understand," said Wesley. The man
explained that he had made many debts befor e he became a Christian, and that he was now
deter mined to repay those debts to let people know how much Christ had changed hislife.
Here was a man doing a noble thing, and he was being rebuked for selfishness. Jesuswas
doing the most noble deed of history, and He was being mocked and rebuked.

Inverse 32 theleader s of 1srael mocked Him and say that they will believe if He comes
down from the cross. Thisisthe height of self-centered pride. Man isdictatingto God the
terms by which he will believe. It is man demanding that God conform to hiswill. Itispart
of the universal pride of man that says, " God, you do thisor that, and then | will believe."

L eslie Weather head tells of the time he had a test, and he prayed for God to help him, but he
failed it. It shrank hisfaith for a while until he woke up and realized he wastrying to use
God asa slaveto do hiswill. Jesuswason the cross because He prayed, " Not my will but
thine be done." But we reversethat and pray, " Not thy will but mine be done." Do it my
way, and I'll believe and follow you asLord. Such isthetragedy of man's self-centeredness.

Thank God He does not cooperate with man's self-centeredness. Had H e answered that
prayer and come down, all of uswould have had to pay for our own sin and be sunk forever.
The whole plan of God depended on unanswered prayer, and a denial of their request that
He come down. Herejected their request and stayed on the cross, and became their Savior,
and ours. That iswhy it was only tempor ary tragedy. But look next at-

Il. THETREMENDOUSTRIUMPH ONTHE CROSS.

Jesus had been on the cross from 9 to noon, and then came three hours of darkness and
silence. The clamoring and mocking ceased. Men suddenly became awar e that something
was happening her e that went beyond thisworld and itsaffairs. It was out of the hands of
men. G. Campbell M or gan felt these three hours were the most significant in the whole
account of the crucifixion. In these hoursall the forces of Satan, the prince of darkness,
wer e gathered together to quench the light of life, and Jesus had to face these forces alone.
Hisfamily, friends, and followers, and now even His Father had forsaken Him.

David went into the lion's den, but God waswith him. Shadrack, M eshack, and Abednego
went into the fiery furnace, but God wasthere. Jesuswent into the den of Satan, and the
fires of hell, but noonewasthere. He was alone, for saken by all. Why? Because hell is
separ ation from God, and thisiswhat Jesus paid for us. Hewent to hell and endured an



alonenessthat only those in hell can know. We can't begin to grasp what Jesus had to go
through in bearing the sin of the world. But it was aliteral hell experience.

But none of theransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed,
Nor how dark wasthe night,
That the L ord passed through
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.

We cannot know all He went thr ough, but we do know that He came through. Jesusdid
not end Hislifein tragedy, but in triumph. Hedid not die forsaken of the Father. Even this
cry of being forsaken isin past tense, and in Psa. 22:1 also it isa cry about what isnow over.
Itisasif you put your child in adark closet, and then thr ee hourslater you open the door
and they cry out, " Daddy, daddy why did you do this?" Jesus does cry out in wonder at what
He has had to endure, but He does not die forsaken. HeendsHislifewith the words,

" Father, into thy hands | commend my spirit." Jesuswasin hell on the cross, but He ends
His experience by being reconciled to God, and headed for heaven. He pioneered the way so
that all lost sinners can now escape hell and enter heaven reconciled to God.

It was aterrible tragedy, but it was atremendoustriumph, and that is why we call it Good
Friday. It wasthe best Friday that history has ever recorded, for on that day sin and death
and hell met their M aster, and they were defeated. It was not until Easter Sunday that that
defeat wasdemonstrated, but the victory was alr eady won on the cross. That iswhy Good
Friday isaday to celebrate agreat victory, and that is what we do through the means of
observing the Lord's Supper. Jesus said, " Do thisin remembrance of me." Heknew that as
long as we keep our eyeson Him and thework He did for uson the cross, we will always be
abletolivein a spirit of victory. The crosswasthe worse thing man ever did to God, but the
best thing God ever did for man. We celebrate the cross because it isthere that we see just
how much God loves us.






